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school principal, district business manager and 
as Superintendent of Groveport Madison schools. 
When asked for a signature accomplishment during 
his tenure Scott cited the recently completed 
building construction/improvement phase which 
includes state-of-the-art facilities. He also cited $4.6 
million in savings over the past four years and the 
creation of all-day kindergarten for the first time 
in Upper Arlington. He is running a joint campaign 
with Carol Mohr noting their common interests in 
education.

Carol Mohr 
(incumbent and Board Vice President)

Carol is a member of Tri-Village Rotary. Carol is 
seeking her third term on the Board. She is running 
in tandem with Scott McKenzie and pointed out 
the importance of their combined experience on 
the Board. She referred to the STEM facilities at 
the new high school as well as the facilities for 
trades-related training that symbolize the depth of 
programs available to students. She is proud of the 
improvements made in student literacy and in the 
District’s STEM offerings.

Brad Frick hosted a panel of UA School Board 
Candidates. Brad highlighted the importance of 
UA Schools to the future of the community. He 
noted the importance of the Board of Education 
in setting policy, overseeing operations and 
monitoring finances of the District We have five 
candidates for two seats in the upcoming election. 
Members serve four year terms and there are no 
term limits.

Liz Easton
Liz is a former teacher (3 years) and is concerned 
about the direction of the UA schools in the 
past several years. She noted the decline in the 
system’s statewide rankings recently and is 
concerned about the direction of the schools. She 
acknowledged that state rankings are not the 
be-all/end-all but they nevertheless show a trend 
that needs to be addressed. Prospective residents 
almost always evaluate a community based on 
the strength of the school system. Academics, 
Athletics and Activities are the three A’s that a 
district needs to focus on.

Scott McKenzie  
(incumbent and Board President)

Scott is seeking a second term. He has been 
in education for many years and has served 
as a teacher, guidance counselor, elementary 
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October 5 
Tom Sugar, Barri Jones 
Michele Hoyle (v)

October 12 
Beau Taggart, Jim Nicklaus 
Kevin Aschliman (v)

October 19 
Beth Hatch, Larry McVey 
Brian Bainbridge (v)

October 5 
Ted Foster 
Brendan King

October 12 
Don Leach 
J.D. Dickerson

October 19 
Dick Stone 
Janine Hummer

October 5 - Scioto CC/ZOOM 
Dr. David Harrison, 
President – Columbus State 
Community College 
Host -  Don Leach

 
October 12 - Scioto CC/ZOOM 
Chris Holtmann, Head Coach – 
The Ohio State University Men’s 
Basketball Team 
Host -  John Ness

 
October 19 - Scioto CC/ZOOM 
UA City Council 
Candidate Forum 
Host -  Brad Frick

is proud of. She specifically pointed to progress 
for dyslexic students in the reading program. That 
progress is emblematic of the focus on supporting 
every student every step of the way.

Scott mentioned that he is proud of the Board’s 
development of an all-day kindergarten program 
in UA schools. The program began in the current 
school year and he believes it will generate a 
profound and positive change for the students.

To the non-incumbents… what current policies or 
programs that the Board has implemented would 
you change – and why?

Nidhi cited a need to focus on the specifics of what is 
being taught in the classrooms. While the facilities 
are excellent we need to focus on what is going on in 
the classrooms. Collaborative learning has waned in 
recent years and pandemic-related changes which 
reduced student-specific and age-related teaching 
in some cases need to be reversed. Exploratory Arts 
and instrumental music programs need attention.

Liz also cited curriculum cuts as an area that needs 
to be addressed. She also wants to look at the status 
of the teaching staff to be sure they are receiving 
appropriate support. Teachers have had to deal with 
the pandemic, school construction, remote learning 
and their own family situations. She also believes 
that a widespread review, perhaps by visitation, of 
other successful schools would be advisable. There 
is no sense in reinventing the wheel. The Board 
should do a better job of guiding the administration 
and set academic and administration performance 
standards.

Lou wants a task force designed to make UA schools 
the number one district in the state of Ohio by 
2027. The mission statement needs to be revised 
and he noted that the strategic plan only mentions 

Nidhi Satiani
Nidhi cited her work in areas like research, 
teaching and clinical work in her professional field 
of optometry. She recently obtained her Masters in 
Public Health from OSU. Nidhi also talked about 
the trials and difficulties of the past year in public 
education. She believes there is a gap in some of 
the skills represented on the current Board. She 
also seeks a return to civility. “Our lawns are 
yelling at each other”. Local leaders need to step 
up and work to bring the community together. The 
UA School Board should represent the needs of 
every student. Her long-term view will be helpful 
in overseeing UA’s school system.

Lou Sauter
Lou is a 1989 UAHS graduate and is currently 
President of Buckeye Donuts = a family-owned 
business. Lou noted that every candidate is 
running for the right reasons. We need to work 
together. Lou focused on UA’s legacy as a top 
school district in Ohio and in Central Ohio.

However, UA is currently at number 67 in the 
State of Ohio and we need to right that situation. 
He believes that a change in direction is necessary 
to move Upper Arlington schools back to the 
top where they belong. Lou cited the extensive 
community/parental support and engagement that 
should be exploited in a positive, unifying way to 
return the city’s schools to their rightful place at 
or near the top.

Q&A

To the incumbents… what are you proud of 
accomplishing as a current Board member?

Carol cited the major improvements in the reading 
program over the past few years as a change she 
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Liz addressed the ranking drop by also citing that 
many metrics which go into the score and the many 
other ways to look at a school’s performance. The 
state’s test scores are not necessarily reflective of the 
education that is happening in the classroom.

Lou noted that all schools in the area are being 
scored by the same system so UA’s drop in the 
ratings needs to be seen as a serious problem. Not 
admitting to the presence of a problem and working 
to address it is problematic and not being helpful to 
our children.

Should we teach to the state test?

Lou thinks teachers need to be provided the 
flexibility to teach to the needs of their individual 
students.

Liz focused on the need to be more transparent to 
the public about the curriculum and not so focused 
on the state of Ohio curriculum mandates.

Nidhi also cited teacher support and more 
aggressive search for creative teaching methods. She 
feels that students in the middle tiers are not as well 
supported as they should be.

Carol and Scott emphasized that a one-time 
test score does not reflect the true nature of the 
education that is occurring in the schools.

Final thoughts…

Lou Sauter – work to return to the top

Liz Evans- the Three A’s are important. Academics, 
Athletics, Activities

Nidhi Satiani - Her skills will provided much needed 
depth to the Board

Carol Mohr and Scott McKenzie- Experienced 
leadership is crucial

academics two times in eight pages. An outside 
firm should help the Board identify academic 
deficiencies.

Questions/Comments from the membership…

How do you explain the ratings drop?

Scott and Carol addressed to district’s #67 
ranking and noted that because over 700 
students did not take the state proficiency tests 
the district’s score took a big hit. Non-test 
takers receive a zero score when the district’s 
performance is scored.

Nidhi doesn’t feel that the state metrics are 
necessarily that accurate but at the same time 
UA schools are slipping competitively with 
other districts in Central Ohio. She believes that 
teachers need more support to allow them to be 
innovative and creative.
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Doug Godard promoted the West Broad coat fund drive. Use the QR code on 
Bonzy.org (a 501c(3)) or make a check to the UA Rotary Foundation. Funds will 
provide a new winter coat for every student at West Broad Elementary School.

Chip Knoop announced a Community Service Committee meeting on 
Monday, October 4 at 5:30 PM at Trinity. There are two funding requests up for 
review. Chip also announced a date change for the next Bed Brigade project. 
This Saturday’s event (10/2) has been rescheduled for October 16.

Debbie Johnson happily joined the grandparents club.

NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

President Joe Valentino opened the meeting which was held at Scioto Country 
Club and also available via Zoom.

Visiting Rotarians: Jim Lynch, Tri Village Rotary

Herb Gillen, Don Trotier, Jim Nicklaus, Debbie Johnson, Price Finley, 
Beth Hatch (among others) all introduced their guests.

The next Rotary Roundtable is October 12 at Waterman Farms. Details to follow.

Dave Dewey recognized Paul Harris Fellows Anne Croskey and Price Finley 
who is a +8 Paul Harris Fellow. Joe Valentino, in turn, recognized Dave for 
becoming a Paul Harris Fellow +6.

THE MEETING


