
Many types of events are held each year at the 
Expo Center.  In addition to the AAQHC there are 
livestock shows, OHSAA basketball tournaments, 
amateur ice hockey, gymnastics, concerts and 
various trade shows, conferences and conventions.

A master redevelopment plan is in place entitled 
“Expo 2050”.  While the plan’s title refers to the 
year 2050 the implementation of the plan has 
been accelerated.  A total of $460 million has been 
allocated for the project over the next 2.5 years.  
Plans include the renovation of several existing 
buildings and the demolition of three buildings.  
Infrastructure improvements are included along 
with the addition of a town square, an Ohio-
themed carousel and new hardscapes.  A new Ohio 
Agricultural Center will be constructed and the 
Dairy Building will be remodeled and expanded.  
An Ohio Showcase building is planned as a two 
story, 50,000 square foot facility with a theater, 
food hall and multi-function space.  The Ohio 
History Connection is a partner in developing the 
Ohio Showcase building.  In response to a ques-
tion, Adam noted that the Quarter Horse Congress 
was consulted and involved in the overall planning 
of this redevelopment project.

The Ohio State Fair will include the usual array 
of new food items this year – one of which is a 
“Buckeye Lemonade” which somehow involves 
chocolate and peanut butter.  New rides include 
the Slingshot which will launch people 200’ in the 
air.  Chainsaw carving will be featured and barn 
tours sponsored by Ohio State University will be 
offered.
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Our speaker today was Adam Heffron,  
Executive Director of the Ohio Expo Center and 
State Fairgrounds.

There are 55 full time staff at the Expo Center/
Fairgrounds.  They coordinate about 200 events per 
year.  The historic focus of the Center is agriculture.  
The first Agricultural Exhibition was held in 1849 
and the first Ohio State Fair was held in 1850.  The 
Expo Center has a 300 acre campus which consists 
of the fairgrounds, historic Crew stadium, the Ohio 
History Center, the State Highway Patrol Academy, 
hotels and a McDonalds.

Adam focused on four areas: The business of the 
center; events hosted; redevelopment plans and 
things that are planned for the State Fair.

The Expo Center has an estimated $400 million per 
year economic impact on the region.  One half of 
that impact comes from the long standing relation-
ship with the All American Quarter Horse Congress 
which occupies the Center for a month every year.

The Center’s operating budget of $19 million per 
year is independent of the state’s budget.  The state’s 
general revenue fund does provide about $300,000 
annually for youth prizes at the State Fair.  Capital 
improvements do come from the state budget and 
usually run in the $5 million to $10 million range.

CLICK HERE to view this meeting and  
all previously recorded Rotary meetings

ADAM HEFFRON 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR - OHIO EXPO CENTER & STATE FAIRGROUNDS 

www.uarotary.org/zoom-meeting-recordings


SOCIAL EVENTS

Please submit your social event 
reminder to herb@herbgillen.com for 
inclusion in the Rotaryview Newsletter.

GREETERS

REGISTRATION DESK

CALENDAR

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Submit your volunteer opportunity  
to herb@herbgillen.com for inclusion  
in the Rotaryview Newsletter.

OUR NEXT MEETING

JULY 15TH 
Scioto Country Club / Zoom
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July 15 
N/A

July 22 
N/A

July 29 
N/A

July 15 
Jim Winfree                
Dave Shelby            

July 22 
Jim Nicklaus                                 
John Cleland           

July 29 
Don Leach                                                    
Brian Bainbridge	                  	                                            

July 15 - Scioto CC/Zoom 
Brad DeHays – Connect  
Housing Blocks. Modular  
apartment manufacturing and 
current development projects. 
Host: Chip Knoop

July 22 - Scioto CC/Zoom 
Darrell Heckman “Unsolved 
Case of the Murder of UA  
resident Lisa Davenport” 
Host: Chris Copeland

July 29 - Boat House/Zoom 
Tallia Booker, Outreach and 
Communications Coordina-
tor – America 250 – Ohio “How 
will we celebrate America’s big 
birthday in Ohio?” 
Host: Herb Gillen

President John Krauss opened the meeting and asked Alan Thompson to 
offer the invocation and lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Rick Barth asked John Krauss to introduce his guest Bill Reynolds.   
Visiting Rotarian and Assistant District Governor Patrick Knott joined us 
today.  Pat is from the Westerville Sunrise club.

John announced the next Board meeting will be on July 14.  He also asked 
everyone to engage in a committee and to let him know if you have a  
particular interest you’d like to pursue.

(Editor’s Note:  In keeping with long standing UA Rotary tradition on the first 
meeting of a new year, we experienced technical difficulties today.  The slide 
presentation for today’s program was evidently cursed.  Things will smooth 
out in the following weeks.)

THE MEETING

ORGANIZATION DONATION  
DESIGNATIONS

ADDRESS MEMBER 
CONTACT

EMAIL

Upper Arlington Rotary 
Club

Club dues P.O. Box 12013
Columbus, OH 43212

Peggy Concilla concillapl@gmail.com

Upper Arlington Rotary 
Foundation

Annual $365 and some other 
club funding requests

1704 Sundridge Dr.
Columbus, OH 43221

Andy Livingston andy.w.livingston@gmail.
com

Rotary International 
Foundation

$125 Club, Paul Harris and 
Polio Plus

2902 Halstead Rd.
Columbus, OH 43221

Milt Lustnauer milt@miltsellshomes.com

SORTING OUT WHERE TO CONTRIBUTE
Where do your contributions go? There are three main organizations where we as Upper Arlington  
Rotarians direct our Rotary giving.  Sometimes it can be confusing, so here is something to hopefully 
help keep things straight.

Andy Livingston asked that contributions to the UA Rotary Foundation in 
memory of Doug Sandbo be coordinated through him.

Alan Thompson is now coordinating the scheduling for folks to offer the 
invocation and Pledge at future meetings.  Let him know if you’d like to join 
the team. He will base the list on the previous one. Anyone who wants to be 
included or removed should reach out to Alan.

NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:


