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Herb Gillen introduced the speaker: Tallia
Booker, Outreach and Communications
Coordinator for America 250 - Ohio

Tallia spoke about the exciting opportunities that
America 250 - Ohio is developing to celebrate
America's 250 anniversary and to highlight all of the
ways Ohio has contributed to make America great.
Ohio Commission for American 250 has been work-
ing on events and activities for 3 years. There are
many organizations and museums all over the state
that are preparing special events and attractions to
celebrate the 250th birthday of America.

In Ohio, 350 communities have signed on to provide
celebration activities with America 250-Ohio for
next year's anniversary. All 88 counties are partici-
pating. There are a wide variety of activities that are
already taking place including Trails and Tales, Go
to the Movies, Ohio's Homecoming and Picnic, Ohio
Transportation Celebration, the 4th Grade Pass pro-
gram, River Roots, and iCivics Education.

 The Trails and Tales program provides many trails
throughout Ohio to be the focus of outdoor
activities and hikes for tourists.

» Go to the Movies will be available at over 250 ven
ues throughout the state which will be showing
the Ohio movie series.

« The Ohio Homecoming and Picnic program offers
a celebration kit to communities to use for the July
4th 2026 celebration.

« The Ohio Transportation Celebration has 250
Buckeye train rides throughout the state
of Ohio.

TALLIA BOOKER

OUTREACH & COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR - AMERICA 250-0HIO

» The 4th Grade Pass program gives a free pass
to any 4th grader to attend one of 70 museums
in Ohio. The pass also allows the students to get
into many venues free of charge.

» The River Roots program partners with many
tour companies to provide riverboat tours and
information about Ohio history.

 The iCivics Education program teaches
impor tant civics information to students
and adults.

There are many future projects in the works for
next year. America 250 - Ohio is working to plant
an oak tree which is indigenous to Ohio in all 88
counties throughout the state. As with the Bicen-
tennial celebration in 1976, many barns in Ohio
will be painted with the semiquincentennial logo
and a scene representing Ohio such as farmland,
woodlands, trains, or other scenes.

Todd Talks is a program which offers talks about
Ohio and what's happening by Todd Kleismit, the
Executive Director of Ohio Commission for the US
Semiquincentennial, on the first Friday of every
month. The Ohio Commission is coordinating
their efforts with the National Commission.

How do we engage in the activities? GO TO
THEIR WEBSITE: AMERICA 250 - OHIO, follow
them on social media, watch for advertisements,
and become active in your community activities.
Upper Arlington has many activities planned for
celebrating July 4, 2026.

Tallia answered questions from the members
about activities and opportunities.
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GREETERS

August 5
Rod Essig
Jack Cotter

August 12

Kelly Marlow
Brian Bainbridge

August 19
Jim Henson
Leonard Quick

REGISTRATION DESK

August 5
J.D. Dickerson
Mike Brady

August 12
Kevin Brown
Janine Hummer

August 19
Ted Foster
Brendan King

CALENDAR

August 5 - Scioto CC/Zoom
Steve Schoeny, UA City Manager
“Updating the UA City Master
Plan”

Host: John Krauss

August 12 - Scioto CC/Zoom
Steve Andersson —

Thurber House

Host: Don Leach

August 19 - Scioto CC/Zoom
Tim May “Ohio State
Football Preview”

Host: Wayne Harer

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Submit your volunteer opportunity

to herb@herbgillen.com for inclusion
in the Rotaryview Newsletter.

SOCIAL EVENTS

Please submit your social event
reminder to herb@herbgillen.com for
inclusion in the Rotaryview Newsletter.

OUR NEXT MEETING

AUGUST 5TH
Scioto CC/Zoom
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THE MEETING
A

John Krause called the meeting to order.

Dave Dewey gave the invocation and led the pledge.

NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:

U

John encouraged members to pay their dues on time

Rotary Guests welcomed: Jill Blocker, Jack Crotter's sister and
Mary Krause, John's daughter

John thanked Steve Sandbo and Dave McCurdy for hosting a wonderful
event: Night of Zacapa It was a very fun evening with great social time and
money raised for Rotary.

Chip Knoop shared a $10,000 grant was given by UA Rotary for the

Zone 30 - 31 Institute September 4-6th at the Hyatt Regency. He encouraged
members to sign up to pack 400 to 600 packs of food. Two shifts on
September 5th: 1:00-2:00 PM or 2:15-3:15 PM

SORTING OUT WHERE TO CONTRIBUTE

Where do your contributions go? There are three main organizations where we as Upper Arlington
Rotarians direct our Rotary giving. Sometimes it can be confusing, so here is something to hopefully
help keep things straight.

ORGANIZATION DONATION ADDRESS MEMBER EMAIL
DESIGNATIONS CONTACT
Upper Arlington Rotary | Club dues P.0. Box 12013 Peggy Concilla concillapl@gmail.com

Club

Columbus, OH 43212

Upper Arlington Rotary
Foundation

Annual $365 and some other
club funding requests

1704 Sundridge Dr.
Columbus, OH 43221

Andy Livingston

andy.w.livingston@gmail.
com

Rotary International
Foundation

$125 Club, Paul Harris and
Polio Plus

2902 Halstead Rd.
Columbus, OH 43221

Milt Lustnauer

milt@miltsellshomes.com
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