
Overall time savings is not only achieved by 
streamlining the licensing and code enforcement 
but also by simultaneously manufacturing the 
Connect modules while the actual project site is 
being prepared with ground work, foundations, 
etc.  Once a site is prepped Connect modules 
are “stacked like Legos”.  Often, the process of 
installing the modules is so fast that the finish-
ing process (drywall, decks, etc.) cannot keep up.  
Connect is in the process of taking some of those 
processes in-house – including using robots to 
mud, sand, prime and paint drywall prior to ship-
ping the finished module.  Additionally, the use of  
robots to cut solid surface materials (for counter 
tops, shower walls, etc.) provides dramatic savings 
in the cost per square foot for such materials.

We saw pictures of the Trolley District housing 
block project which features 102 apartments with 
a rooftop deck and other amenities.  The entire 
project was completed in ten months start to fin-
ish.  The project was also the Columbus Business 
First project of the year.

Connect has acquired a former State of Ohio de-
partments building on Front Street in Columbus.  
In a first, a project to insert modular apartments 
into the existing historic structure is planned.

The historic Power Plant redevelopment and the 
five building Trolley District development are 
other high profile projects from Connect Real 
estate.

The increased interest in this modular Housing 
Block process from developers and government 
agencies has made the business scalable.
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Brad DeHays returned to update us on the activi-
ties at Connect Real Estate with emphasis on the 
Connect Housing Block program.

The Housing Block operation is centered in a 
630,000 square foot facility capable of producing 
four modular units per day with the expectation that 
that number will increase over time as efficiencies 
and experience improve the process.  The facility is 
in a low income area with the goal being to provide 
economic opportunity to families in that communi-
ty.  There are currently 160 people on the production 
line.  This core of committed employees comes from 
an initial group of 400 people originally hired.  Brad 
commented on the difficulty in finding and main-
taining a workforce when turnover is often as high 
as 80 percent in the first ninety days of employment.  
The factory runs four 10 hour shifts per week.

A key to making the housing block process efficient 
is the fact that State licensing and code compliance 
in the construction process is all done at the front 
end of the project – in the manufacturing facility 
rather than on the typical step by step basis as a 
project proceeds on the construction site.

CLICK HERE to view this meeting and  
all previously recorded Rotary meetings

BRAD DeHAYS 
CONNECT HOUSING BLOCK PROGRAM
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SOCIAL EVENTS

Please submit your social event 
reminder to herb@herbgillen.com for 
inclusion in the Rotaryview Newsletter.

GREETERS

REGISTRATION DESK

CALENDAR

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Submit your volunteer opportunity  
to herb@herbgillen.com for inclusion  
in the Rotaryview Newsletter.

OUR NEXT MEETING

JULY 22ND 
Scioto Country Club / Zoom
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July 22 
Bob LeBoeuf 
Steve Turnbull

July 29 
Robert Hunt 
John Wiseman

August 5 
Rod Essig 
Jack Cotter

July 22 
Jim Nicklaus                                 
John Cleland           

July 29 
Don Leach                                                    
Brian Bainbridge          

August 5 
J.D. Dickerson                                                    
Mike Brady               	                 	                                            

July 22 - Scioto CC/Zoom 
Darrell Heckman “Unsolved 
Case of the Murder of UA  
resident Lisa Davenport” 
Host: Chris Copeland

July 29 - Boat House/Zoom 
Tallia Booker, Outreach and 
Communications Coordina-
tor – America 250 – Ohio “How 
will we celebrate America’s big 
birthday in Ohio?” 
Host: Herb Gillen

August 5 - Scioto CC/Zoom 
Steve Schoeny, UA City Manager 
“Updating the UA City Master 
Plan” 
Host: John Krauss

President John Krauss opened the meeting and asked Mike Turnbull  
to offer the invocation and lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Jim Winfree introduced visiting Rotarian Laura Derby from the  
Mount Vernon, Virginia club.  Jim Nicklaus introduced his guests  
Guentin Huxtable, Scott Bubberly and Hobi Hondros.

John summarized the recent Board meeting and noted that we received a 
resignation letter from Richrd Barth.  He reminded us of the upcoming 
Rotary Zone Institute which will be in Columbus.  Rotarians from 14 states 
will attend.

THE MEETING

ORGANIZATION DONATION  
DESIGNATIONS

ADDRESS MEMBER 
CONTACT

EMAIL

Upper Arlington Rotary 
Club

Club dues P.O. Box 12013
Columbus, OH 43212

Peggy Concilla concillapl@gmail.com

Upper Arlington Rotary 
Foundation

Annual $365 and some other 
club funding requests

1704 Sundridge Dr.
Columbus, OH 43221

Andy Livingston andy.w.livingston@gmail.
com

Rotary International 
Foundation

$125 Club, Paul Harris and 
Polio Plus

2902 Halstead Rd.
Columbus, OH 43221

Milt Lustnauer milt@miltsellshomes.com

SORTING OUT WHERE TO CONTRIBUTE
Where do your contributions go? There are three main organizations where we as Upper Arlington  
Rotarians direct our Rotary giving.  Sometimes it can be confusing, so here is something to hopefully 
help keep things straight.

Steve Sandbo highlighted the upcoming Guatemala trip which will occur 
November 2-7.  Arrangements are in place and 7 or 8 members are planning to 
attend so far.  All members are encouraged to take advantage of the  
opportunity to see what the club’s projects have accomplished.

NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:


