
To encourage future careers and support for the 
Zoo’s mission the internship program which is 
many years old has recently changed from an un-
paid model to a paid model.  In addition, through 
a partnership with Battelle, apprenticeships are 
available.

The Columbus Zoo was the first zoo in the country 
to establish an overseas Center for Species Surviv-
al.  The Zoo’s Center focusing on survivorship of 
Asian elephants was established and based in In-
dia rather than here in the United States.  Another 
international program features work with Gorilla 
Doctors in Uganda, Rwanda and the Democratic 
Republic of Congo.

The Wilds and Zoombezi Bay are part of the 
Columbus Zoo’s organization.  The Wilds has 
opened Hellbender Park – which is an RV park 
and campground.  For a period of time The Wilds’ 
bison breeding program was so successful that 
bison meat was sold as a revenue source.  Now, 
bison are sent to other locations (South Dakota, 
for example) when the need arises.

Zoombezi Bay is a for-profit entity.  The proceeds 
are used to support the Zoo and its conservation 
efforts.

The new North American Trek is a complete re-
imagination of the old North American Region.  
The Trek area cover 15 acres – 8 of which are 
recently opened.  An existing building in the area 
has been converted into the Ohio Center for Wild-
life Conservation.
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Our speaker was Tom Schmid, CEO of the  
Columbus Zoo.  Tom shared an update on the Zoo – 
which just finished a very busy year.

The Zoo has an operating budget of $110 million and 
an annual economic impact of $230 million.  Last 
year 1.9 million visitors visited the zoo and its affili-
ated Zoombezi Bay water park.

USA Today has recently ranked the Columbus Zoo at 
number three in the country.  Such rankings are not, 
however, the primary measure of success.  The or-
ganization’s primary focus is on wildlife and wildlife 
conservation.

Another focus is on keeping the Zoo a resource for 
the community – making it available to commu-
nity members as much as possible. There are many 
programs in place to provide access as well as a 
number of partnerships with other organizations 
to bring the Zoo to people in the community.  Tom 
mentioned the library and a number of local school 
districts as examples.  With respect to the schools, 
100,000 students per year are impacted by these 
partnerships.  An “outreach team’ travels far and 
wide bringing the Zoo to communities and organiza-
tions in a wide geographic area.
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SOCIAL EVENTS

Please submit your social event 
reminder to herb@herbgillen.com for 
inclusion in the Rotaryview Newsletter.

GREETERS

REGISTRATION DESK

CALENDAR

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Submit your volunteer opportunity  
to herb@herbgillen.com for inclusion  
in the Rotaryview Newsletter.

OUR NEXT MEETING

JULY 1ST 
Scioto Country Club / Zoom
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July 1 
N/A

July 8 
N/A

July 15 
N/A

July 1 
Ted Foster 
Brendan King                                

July 8 
Rick Barth                    
Tom Westfall            

July 15 
Jim Winfree                
Dave Shelby	                  	                                            

July 1 - Scioto CC/Zoom 
Changing of the Guard 
Host: Glen Dugger

July 8 - Scioto CC/Zoom 
Adam Heffron, Executive  
Director – The Ohio State Fair 
Host: Herb Gillen

July 15 - Scioto CC/Zoom 
Brad DeHays – Connect  
Housing Blocks. Modular  
apartment manufacturing and 
current development projects. 
Host: Herb Gillen

President Angela Lanctot opened the meeting and asked Steve Rish  
to offer the invocation and lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Angela reminded us that next week is the changing of the guard when  
John Krauss will begin his term as president.

THE MEETING

ORGANIZATION DONATION  
DESIGNATIONS

ADDRESS MEMBER 
CONTACT

EMAIL

Upper Arlington Rotary 
Club

Club dues P.O. Box 12013
Columbus, OH 43212

Peggy Concilla concillapl@gmail.com

Upper Arlington Rotary 
Foundation

Annual $365 and some other 
club funding requests

1704 Sundridge Dr.
Columbus, OH 43221

Andy Livingston andy.w.livingston@gmail.
com

Rotary International 
Foundation

$125 Club, Paul Harris and 
Polio Plus

2902 Halstead Rd.
Columbus, OH 43221

Milt Lustnauer milt@miltsellshomes.com

SORTING OUT WHERE TO CONTRIBUTE
Where do your contributions go? There are three main organizations where we as Upper Arlington  
Rotarians direct our Rotary giving.  Sometimes it can be confusing, so here is something to hopefully 
help keep things straight.

Peggy Concilla announced that member bills will be distributed next week.  
Some of the bills contain numerous items due to the fundraiser and other club 
activities.  She noted that she will be away so any questions should be emailed 
to her.

Steve Sandbo encouraged members to consider participating in the  
November Guatemala trip (11/2-7/25).  The trip is a good way to see the work 
being done and is also an excellent fellowship opportunity.  Contact Steve if 
you have an interest.

NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:

the nation.  When marketing ideas were kicked 
around, an artificial intelligence program came 
up with the slogan “Fly Past the Rest, Land at the 
Best”.  (It’s only an idea, folks)

There will be a Zoo levy request in November.  
Tom indicated that opinion research suggests 
good support for  a levy at this time.

Looking forward, a new giraffe area at the Wilds is 
planned; a major re-imagination of the main Zoo 
campus is under consideration; improvements to 
the golf course are a possibility and a hotel on the 
property is an idea that has been floated.  

Ultimately, the goal is to create an attractive en-
vironment that people recognize as leisure travel 
destination attractive throughout the Midwest and 


