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Steve Schoeny introduced the speaker, Jeff
Anderson City of Upper Arlington Parks & Recre-
ation, Planning & Development Manager, on the
subject of Fancyburg Park’s future. Jeff has been

in his role since 2019, and among other duties, has
served as the project manager for the construction
of the new Bob Crane Community Center. Previous-
ly Jeff worked for the City of Columbus Recreation
and Parks Department. He has a Bachelor’s degree
in Landscape Architecture from Ohio State.

Jeff shared about the open house events and the
community-wide survey that kicked off the effort
to redevelop the park. The survey garnered 9oo
responses, a very sizable number.

The survey highlighted several aspects of Fancyburg
Park that residents hold in high regard (with detail
here also taken from the City’s website):

Natural Spaces and Trails: Many respondents ap-
preciate the park’s natural areas, shaded play zones,
walking paths, and biking trails.

Playground and Sports Facilities: The park’s
playground, tennis courts, and pickleball courts
are particularly popular. Residents enjoy the open
spaces and sports fields, which cater to a variety of
recreational needs.
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Community Gathering: The park is respected as a
friendly community space, fostering social inter-
actions and connections among residents.

Location and Accessibility: Its proximity to homes
and ease of access are crucial for many, enhancing
the park’s role within the neighborhood.

Size and Open Space: The large open spaces and
mature trees are key highlights for many park-go-
ers. The park’s size allows for a range of activities,
from playground fun to peaceful strolls.

Variety of Activities: The diverse range of features,
including toddler-friendly play areas, nature spac-
es, sports facilities, and walking trails, ensures
there is something for everyone.

Jeff explained that residents have also shared
ideas for enhancements:

- Nature and Environmental Focus: Many
residents advocate for increased natural areas,
unpaved trails, and native plantings. Suggestions
include preserving wooded areas, expanding
natural play spaces for children, and adding more
shaded areas and nature trails.

- Modern Amenities: Requests for modern
features include year-round restrooms and an
updated playground. There is also interest in ad-
ditional benches and better drainage on fields.

- Safety and Accessibility: Residents expressed
interest in improved safety and accessibility for all
users including improved crosswalks and sidewalk
access on Kioka Avenue and better lighting for
nighttime use.
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CALENDAR

May 13

No Lunch Meeting

UA Rotary Annual Fundraiser - 6pm
Bob Crane Community Center

May 20

Ellie Wason, Executive Director
for Natun Guatemala — “Update
on UA Rotary’s Partnership with
Natun Guatemala”

Host: Steve Sandbo

May 27

Steve Turnbull & Joe Valentino
— Update on the Upper Arlington
Lutheran Church Lytham
Campus Remodel

Host: Greg Comfort

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
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- Recreational Enhancements: The addition of
more pickleball courts, separation of tennis and
pickleball courts to reduce noise, and repurposing
underutilized spaces like shuffleboard courts were
suggested.

- Parking and Infrastructure: Increased off-street
parking, renovation or removal of the park service
area, and year-round restrooms are among the
infrastructure improvements requested.

- Community and Aesthetic Features: Residents
suggest enhancing community spaces with shel-
tered areas, art installations by local artists, and
better utilization of underused spaces.

Splash Pad: Many residents expressed an inter-
est in incorporating a splash pad into Fancyburg
Park. This is an amenity that will need further
study as part of the master planning process.
Splash pads require extensive infrastructure and

have a significant impact on the adjacent uses. It
will be important to consider this amenity along-
side the rest of the input received regarding the
park to make sure uses are appropriate to the scale
and setting of the park.

Jeff explained how UA Parks & Recreation is
continuing the Fancyburg Park Master Plan-

ning process with the next phase of community
engagement. Building on the feedback gathered in
fall 2024, the Department is working with EDGE
Group to refine the initial design concepts and

add more detail to the proposed improvements.
Residents are encouraged to take part in the Phase
IT online survey to share their thoughts on updated
design preferences and proposed amenities.

THE MEETING

Club and on Zoom.

Angela Lanctot opened the meeting, which was held at Scioto Country

Steve Turnbull provided the invocation and led the pledge of allegiance.
Maureen Comfort was a guest of her husband Greg Comfort.
Travis Gulling was a guest of Dave Dewey.

There were no visiting Rotarians.

Glen Dugger provided a reminder of the annual Club fundraiser on May 13,
to be held at the Crane Community Center, and thanked those who have pro-
vided gifts for the auction. There are 149 confirmed attendees at this point.
Gifts for the auction are still welcome. The online version of the auction has
begun, and there will be a live version at the event.

NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:
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Submit your volunteer opportunity : / .
to herb@herbgillen.com for inclusion

in the Rotaryview Newsletter.

Dave Dewey recognized Greg Comfort’s receipt of the Cliff Dochterman
Award, a prestigious award given by the International Fellowship of Scouting
Rotarians to Rotarians who have made outstanding contributions to
Scouting. Travis Gulling, the CEO of the local Simon Kenton Council,

also paid tribute to Greg’s service to Scouting.

SOCIAL EVENTS

Please submit your social event
reminder to herb@herbgillen.com for
inclusion in the Rotaryview Newsletter. Herb Gillen introduced a group of guests from West Broad Street
Elementary School, where the Club has provided service for approximately
30 years. Cindy Leonard, Community Liaison for the School, introduced
her colleagues Dr. Carey, the principal at the School, and Amy Sewell,

the art teacher. Students Calee, Ariadne, Grayson, Tracy, Roxane and

Kyli shared samples of their artwork.

OUR NEXT MEETING

MAY 13TH

Annual Fundraiser at the

] Angela provided a reminder that there will be no lunch meeting next week,
Bob Crane Community Center

May 13, because of the fundraiser in the evening.
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