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When a case is reopened or re-investigated a num-
ber of things occur. Among them are:

• A thorough review from A to Z of all known factors

• Review all physical evidence

• Involve prosecutor to comply with any changes in 
the law

• Look at perpetrator’s motivation

• Complete background investigation (especially 
social media)

• Review Medical Examiner’s report to determine 
death details

• Contact victim’s family – being careful not to raise 
their hopes

• Interview peripheral individuals

• Suspect interview

• Team conferences with all parties involved in 
investigation

Jon shared a case study of a crime which was com-
mitted in 2003 and finally solved in 2017. A sus-
pect attempted to light a fire near the gas pumps 
at a local station and then fired several shots at 
a bank building across the street. No matches to 
shell casings were found at the time of the crime. 
Fourteen years later an injured male was arrested 
for intoxication and, in the process of loading him 
into a medic a handgun fell out. He was ultimately 
arrested for having two handguns. Further tests on 
the gun matched the shell casings from the 2003 
attempted arson and his fingerprints matched those 
found on the improvised explosive device he had 
used in the 2003 crime. A conviction for aggravated 
arson followed.

Lieutenant Jon Wilhelm, UA Police  
Department was introduced by Jeanine  
Hummer. Lt. Wilhelm has been with the Upper 
Arlington Police Department since 1989. He was 
elevated to Detective in 1996, Sergeant in 2003 
and Lieutenant in 2017.

Lieutenant Wilhelm began with a discussion of 
what constitutes a cold case. A cold case is a crime 
previously assigned to law enforcement that lacks 
a resolution. In UA, a case needs to have been 
closed for over a year before is considered a cold 
case. He described common characteristics of a 
cold case. They usually involve a violent crime; a 
suspect may be known but there is not enough evi-
dence and it may be a case with no suspect even 
after thorough investigation.

There are a number of factors that could cause a 
case to be re-opened. For example, new witness 
testimony might arise (from friends who have 
become enemies or a witness or co-conspirator 
may need help from law enforcement. In this case, 
corroboration is especially crucial.) Other cases 
get re-examined when new personnel come to the 
department or a fresh set of eyes focuses on the 
case. Today, improved forensics are a big reason 
that cases are re-opened. Also, fresh activities of 
suspects – including criminal activity on their 
part – will often yield a reopening.
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President Herb Gillen opened the meeting and asked Jim Ayers to offer the invocation and lead us in the 
Pledge of Allegiance.

There were no visiting Rotarians.

Herb asked Brad DeHays to introduced our newest member, Ua Chamberlain.

Herb noted that meetings of groups of up to 300 people may begin as of June 1 with appropriate safety 
procedures in place. Club officials and folks at Scioto Country Club are discussing how a return to 
in-person meetings might look in the future. Some things that are certain about a return to in-person 
meetings include: A Zoom option will continue to be offered for those who are not comfortable returning 
in person; there won’t be an engagement or attendance penalty for not attending in person; temporarily 
everyone will be on a pay-as-you-go status for lunch and social distancing guidelines and procedures will 
be observed. There will probably be limited capacity due to those restrictions.

Herb emphasized that older members and anyone with existing health issues should continue to  
participate via Zoom. When a plan is finalized for June meetings and beyond information will be  
distributed.

THE MEETING

suspect arose from that case. Due to the similarities 
in the cases it is possible that there was more than 
one person involved in one or both cases. While it 
is impossible to definitively say that there was only 
one person involved in the Dukat case it is possible 
to positively identify suspect # 1 as a person at the 
scene of the crime.

The name of suspect #1 has yet to be released. City 
officials are reluctant to release the name of the 
uncharged suspect at this time. There are potential 
liability issues with the release of such information 
and divulging it must be approached with  
utmost care.

Finally, Jon discussed the status of the Asenath 
Dukat murder case. It was noted that a decision 
has been made to begin carefully releasing public 
records about the case.

Eight-year-old Asenath Dukat was murdered on 
June 3, 1980 while walking home from Barrington 
Elementary school. Her body was found at the 
southeast corner of Riverside Drive and Waltham 
Road. Hundreds of leads came in after the crime 
and all but a few were eliminated. The case was 
re-examined in 2008 with biological evidence. 
The evidence consisted of human bodily fluids de-
termined not to be the victim’s. A suspect #1 was 
identified as a result. That suspect died in the mid 
1980’s. In 2016 the case was re-examined and no 
other suspects have been identified. All leads have 
currently been exhausted. If any other leads arise 
they will be thoroughly examined.

During question and answers we learned that 
there is a “suspect #2”. A similar assault occurred 
a month earlier, about a mile away on Canterbury 
Lane, that did not result in a murder. A second
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FOR MORE  
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ABOUT THE  
ASENATH DUKAT 
INVESTIGATION, VISIT  
LONGWALKHOMEUA.COM

https://longwalkhomeua.com/
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PARENT/GRAD INTRODUCTIONS
We moved to Rotary/Parent Grad day introductions. Bill Hosket and Jim Ayers coordinated the  
program again this year which was adapted to address the virtual nature of the meeting.  
They acknowledged the dramatic difference in the graduates’ experience due to the coronavirus pandemic. 
We saw a slide presentation highlighting the students being recognized.
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UA ROTARY IN-PERSON MEETINGS  
UPDATED PROTOCOL
UA ROTARY TO RESUME IN PERSON MEETINGS IN JUNE
With Governor DeWine announcing that event facilities can resume catering and hosting groups of 
up to 300 beginning June 1, we are pleased to announce that UA Rotary will begin hybrid in-person/
Zoom meetings at Scioto Country Club and the Schmidt’s Reception House at Raymond Memorial in 
June. We are trying to be as thoughtful as possible in how we do this in order to provide the safest en-
vironment while continuing to provide the social interaction that has long been a hallmark of our club.

In order to follow state mandates and hold these meetings as safely as possible, for the time being the 
meetings will be somewhat different than what we’ve done in the past. 
 
PROCESS
1. Due to physical limitations of the facility because of social distancing mandates, initially we will  
 have a capacity of 50 members permitted to attend in-person at Raymond.  The capacity at Scioto  
 CC is yet to be determined.

2. Tables will be set up to allow for 6′ separation of seats.

3. There will be a limit of four persons to a table with 6′ of separation from each other.

4. We will maintain social distancing of 6′ at meetings.

5. We will enter the meeting room and exit through different doors. Members should observe  
 6′ distance when picking up and putting away their badge.

6. Greeters will maintain 6′ separation and will offer waves and hellos instead of handshakes.

7. Masks are not required but are certainly permitted.

8. Meetings will be livestreamed on Zoom as we have been doing the last two months and members  
 will be able to participate with announcements and questions for the speaker.  We will have a video  
 camera shooting the podium/speaker and what is going on on-site and the big screen at the venue  
 will be showing our Zoom feed to create connection between those on-site and those participating  
 remotely.
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ATTENDANCE/ENGAGEMENT/RESERVATION SYSTEM
1. We will not be taking attendance or tracking engagement during this time period.  Perfect engagement  
 for the 2019-20 Rotary year will be determined with data through 3/15/20. 

2. Due to the fact that our initial on-site capacity is 50 persons, members will be required to submit an  
 online reservation to reserve a seat at lunch.  An email invite will be sent and the reservation system  
 will open at 3 PM one week prior to each meeting.  The reservations will be accepted first come, first  
 served.  Reservations will close when capacity is reached or at 5 PM on the Friday preceding the  
 meeting, whichever occurs first. Initially, we will not allow non-member guests to attend in-person  
 unless they are the featured speaker or associated with our speaker.  Members are welcome to invite  
 guests to participate via Zoom.

3. Any member who reserves a spot for lunch will automatically be billed on their next quarterly dues  
 statement for that lunch whether they attend or not.  Please only make a reservation if you are going to  
 be attending the meeting in-person.

 
FOOD/DINING 
1. State mandates do not yet permit buffet dining so menus will be determined in advance and food and  
 beverage service will be provided by servers at the facility.

2. Members with special dietary requirements (vegan, allergies, etc.) will be able to make  
 special requests.

 
GENERAL
1. We will be resuming our regular schedule of weekly meetings beginning June 2nd.

2. If you have symptoms of COVID-19, suspect you could have COVID-19, or have been exposed to  
 someone with COVID-19, do not attend in person.  Participate in meetings via Zoom until your  
 health is cleared.

3. All data appears to show COVID-19 being particularly dangerous for the elderly and those with  
 comorbidities.  We strongly suggest that our older members and those members with existing health  
 issues choose to participate in meetings via Zoom and do not attend in-person meetings for the  
 time being.

4. The decision to attend in-person or via Zoom is a choice for each individual member to make.  No  
 member should feel compelled to attend in-person meetings until they feel comfortable doing so.   
 For the time being, they will not be charged for lunch unless they make a reservation and they will  
 not face attendance/engagement penalties for not attending in-person.

5. While the venue and the club will be doing all that can be done to provide a safe environment for  
 those attending in-person, some risk is inherent and members should assess that risk for themselves.


