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Our speaker was Ohio Secretary of State Frank
LaRose. LaRose has held the position for six years.

Secretary LaRose discussed what the Secretary of
State does and immediately pointed out that making
peace with Michigan is not part of the job. In brief
— the mission of the Secretary of State is to help
people vote and to help people start businesses.

With respect to facilitating voter turnout, the 2020
and 2022 elections in Ohio featured record voter
turnout. The 2024 election featured an all time
high in absentee ballots. In addition, the rate of new
business formation in Ohio approaches 200,000
new filings annually.

Secretary LaRose emphasized three themes today:
Transparency, Efficiency and Accountability.

The development of an Office of Data Analytics
and Archives creates a number of data dashboards
that offer the public insight into the voting process
and voter information. A registration readiness
database plays a key role in maintaining voter rolls.
Published in advance, the database is available

at ohiosos.gov/data. Further in the transparency
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realm, voter registration data has been standard-
ized throughout the state.

With respect to efficiency, operational moderniza-
tion has been a focus. Voter registration proce-
dures in Ohio’s 88 counties have been cleaned up
and election night reporting has been stream-
lined. The process of registering a new business is
also targeted for efficient operations.

Accountability is the third area of emphasis. This
notion includes close cooperation with law en-
forcement to assure election integrity. An election
integrity unit in the office of the Secretary of State
is a component of this effort. Further, a focus on
business fraud is important. Problems such as
fictitious business formations and fictitious finan-
cials are priority areas of concern.

Secretary LaRose encouraged everyone to vote

in the May 6 election. Voteohio.gov is a good
resource for information about the issues and
election races. Another website of interest is
voteohio.gov/secure which details how elections
are secured in Ohio. We received a handout which
highlights election security procedures.

He encouraged us to consider serving as a poll
worker and acknowledged several members who
currently serve in that capacity. Employers were
encouraged to consider “civic time off” to allow
employees a day to serve as a poll worker. The
Grads Vote initiative in Ohio features the distri-
bution of 150,000 flyers to every graduating high
school senior in the state to encourage service as
a poll worker. Citizens are allowed to serve in this
capacity at the age of 17.
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GREETERS

Apeil a9 THE MEETING

o beCla Club president Angela Lanctot opened the meeting and asked
Connie Aschinger to offer the invocation and lead us in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Terry Starr

May 6
Rod Essig

Chris Copeland Brian Bainbridge recognized Jim Manning who introduced his wife

Gayla. Jack Cotter introduced his guest Doug Brown.

We honored the UAHS Student-of-the-Month, Alberto Manganelli.

Dr. Robert Hunt introduced Alberto who is in his senior year. Alberto’s
passion is architecture and he organized the architecture club at the high
school. In addition to multiple service activities he is a 400m runner on the
track team and member of the National Honor Society with a 4.15 GPA.
Congratulations Alberto!

May 13
Jim Henson
Rich Irelan

REGISTRATION DESK

April 29
J.D. Dickerson
Jim Nicklaus

May 6

Janine Hmmer NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:

May 13
Ted Foster
Brendan King

Glen Dugger reported that we currently have 119 people registered for the
May 13 Fundraiser. Reply ASAP if you have not already done so.

Milt Lustnauer recognized Alan Thompson for entry into the 125 Club.
CALENDAR

April 29 - Scioto CC/Zoom
Tyler Parsons & Ken Schnacke
— Introducing the New General
Manager of the Columbus
Clippers

Host: Wayne Harer

Chip Knoop noted a rare Paul Germain sighting at today’s meeting.

Chip also reminded us that Senior Service Saturday occurs on April 26.

‘We now have a full complement of helpers after several volunteers stepped up
at the meeting.

Steve Sandbo reported that the club has been asked to do a one hour panel
discussion about our ongoing involvement in Guatemala at this weekend’s
District Conference at Cherry Valley. He also announced that the 15th annual
Night of Zacapa event will be held on July 24.

Doug Godard showed us the UA Rotary-branded water bottles that students
at Highland Elementary School will receive for their upcoming trip to the
Columbus Zoo. He asked for volunteers to make the trip and accompany four
to six students around the zoo. Signup sheets were on the tables. The trip fol-
lows the students’ reading of “The Best Day at the Zoo”.

May 6 - Scioto CC/Zoom

Jeff Anderson UA Parks & Rec
Planning & Development
Manager, “Fancyburg’s Future
Host: Steve Schoeny

”»

May 13
No Lunch Meeting
UA Rotary Annual Fundraiser - 6pm

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES SO RTI N G O UT WH ERE To co NTRI B UTE

Where do your contributions go? There are three main organizations where we as Upper Arlington
Rotarians direct our Rotary giving. Sometimes it can be confusing, so here is something to hopefully
help keep things straight.

Submit your volunteer opportunity
to herb@herbgillen.com for inclusion
in the Rotaryview Newsletter.

ORGANIZATION DONATION ADDRESS MEMBER EMAIL
DESIGNATIONS CONTACT
SOCIAL EVENTS
. . Upper Arlington Rotary | Club dues P.0. Box 12013 Peggy Concilla concillapl@gmail.com
Please submit your social event Club Columbus, OH 43212
reminder to herb@herbgillen.com for
inclusion in the Rotaryview Newsletter. Upper Arlington Rotary | Annual $365 and some other 1704 Sundridge Dr. Andy Livingston | andy.w.livingston@gmail.
Foundation club funding requests Columbus, OH 43221 com
Rotary International $125 Club, Paul Harris and | 2902 Halstead Rd. Milt Lustnauer milt@miltsellshomes.com
OUR NEXT MEETING Foundation Polio Plus Columbus, OH 43221

APRIL 29TH
Scioto Country Club / Zoom
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