
comprised of multiple counties.  The concentra-
tion of  population in the larger counties causes 
the number of attorneys in the state to be un-
evenly distributed.  In fact, there are shortages of 
attorneys in 82 of Ohio’s 88 counties.

The Chief Justice discussed her role in coordi-
nating with other branches, including the Ohio 
Judicial Conference and the Criminal Sentencing 
Commission.  Quarterly updates to the Judi-
cial Conference and assuring compliance with 
sentencing guidelines provided by the General 
Assembly are parts of those functions.  Occasion-
ally Judge Kennedy receives research requests 
from the Ohio legislature which seek clarification 
on current Ohio law.  She also addressed the issue 
of public records access for judges, advocating for 
compliance with the Public Records Act.

The Supreme Court has discretion in deciding 
which cases to hear.  Votes are taken on each 
request and, if necessary, cases are debated 
in conference if a justice feels it is important.  
Generally, a case must present a broad legal issue 
impacting the general public to be accepted by the 
Court.  Clean factual scenarios are necessary for 
acceptance.

Chief Justice Kennedy emphasized that her role, 
and the Supreme Court’s role, is to stay in the lane 
that the Ohio Constitution has established.  Court 
decisions must be based solely on what the laws 
enacted by the general assembly say even when 
the resulting decision is difficult to accept.

We were encouraged to visit the Judicial Center 
and have a conversation with her.
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Our speaker was Ohio Supreme Court Chief Justice 
Sharon Kennedy.  Judge Kennedy’s path to a law/
judicial career began, interestingly enough, as a 
police officer in Hamilton, Ohio.  She recounted a 
pivotal moment in her career when she realized that 
being an attorney was the path she wanted to follow.  
She attended law school at the University of Cincin-
nati.  Her time in general practice was followed 
by 14 years of service in lower level courts which 
ultimately led to her election to the Ohio Supreme 
Court.  Judge Kennedy plans to run for reelection in 
2028.

Judge Kennedy shared handouts outlining the 
structure of the Ohio court system.  At its base the 
system has municipal and county courts, courts of 
common pleas in each of the 88 counties, and courts 
of claims.  The middle tier consists of the twelve 
district courts of appeals.  The Supreme Court is the 
highest level in the state.  She pointed out that, of 
the twelve judicial districts in the state, only three 
have only one county under their purview.  Districts 
1, 8 and 10 cover Hamilton, Cuyahoga and Franklin 
counties respectively.  The other nine districts are 

CLICK HERE to view this meeting and  
all previously recorded Rotary meetings

SHARON KENNEDY 
OHIO SUPREME COURT CHIEF JUSTICE

www.uarotary.org/zoom-meeting-recordings


SOCIAL EVENTS

Please submit your social event 
reminder to herb@herbgillen.com for 
inclusion in the Rotaryview Newsletter.

GREETERS

REGISTRATION DESK

CALENDAR

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Submit your volunteer opportunity  
to herb@herbgillen.com for inclusion  
in the Rotaryview Newsletter.

OUR NEXT MEETING

APRIL 22ND 
Scioto Country Club / Zoom 
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April 22 
Sue Coady 
Alan Thompson

April 29 
Tom McClain 
Terry Starr

May 6 
Roger (Rod) Essig 
Chris Copeland

April 22 
Don Leach                                                                                                                                             
Brian Bainbridge               

April 29 
J.D. Dickerson                                                                                                                                        
Jim Nicklaus               

May 6 
Kevin Brown                                                                                                                                            
Janine Hummer	                                            

April 22 - Scioto CC/Zoom  
The Honorable Frank LaRose, 
Ohio Secretary of State 
Host: Jim Manning 
 

April 29 - Scioto CC/Zoom  
Tyler Parsons & Ken Schnacke 
– Introducing the New General 
Manager of the Columbus  
Clippers 
Host: Wayne Harer

May6 - Scioto CC/Zoom  
Jeff Anderson UA Parks & Rec 
Planning & Development  
Manager, “Fancyburg’s Future” 
Host: Steve Schoeny

Angela Lanctot opened the meeting and asked Tom Davis to offer the 
invocation and lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Jeanine Hummer and Tom Davis introduced their guests.

THE MEETING

ORGANIZATION DONATION  
DESIGNATIONS

ADDRESS MEMBER 
CONTACT

EMAIL

Upper Arlington Rotary 
Club

Club dues P.O. Box 12013
Columbus, OH 43212

Peggy Concilla concillapl@gmail.com

Upper Arlington Rotary 
Foundation

Annual $365 and some other 
club funding requests

1704 Sundridge Dr.
Columbus, OH 43221

Andy Livingston andy.w.livingston@gmail.
com

Rotary International 
Foundation

$125 Club, Paul Harris and 
Polio Plus

2902 Halstead Rd.
Columbus, OH 43221

Milt Lustnauer milt@miltsellshomes.com

SORTING OUT WHERE TO CONTRIBUTE
Where do your contributions go? There are three main organizations where we as Upper Arlington  
Rotarians direct our Rotary giving.  Sometimes it can be confusing, so here is something to hopefully 
help keep things straight.

Angela introduced new member Melody Brady and we welcomed her to the 
club.  Jeanine Hummer was recognized for joining the 125 Club.

The Board approved two funding requests at this month’s meeting.   
UA Special Olympics received $3,000 and Highland Park Elementary’s  
scheduled trip to the Columbus Zoo was funded with $1,800 to support the 
trip and provide water bottles for the students.  The trip is in conjunction with 
their reading of Doug Godard’s book.

We were reminded of the May 13 Fundraiser at the Bob Crane Community 
Center.  Auction item donations were encouraged – and donations to the wine 
and bourbon pool were encouraged.

Don’t forget your annual $365 contribution to the UA Rotary Foundation.  
Everyone is urged to make this voluntary contribution which supports club 
community service activities.  It’s a buck a day for the year.

NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:


