
education while also being involved in areas of in-
terests including sports, music, drama, as well as 
many other clubs.  The work study program gives 
students real life experience in the work environ-
ment and helps them to determine what career 
path is best suited to them.  The students work one 
day a week during the entire school year.

Chrissie shared that Cristo Rey is part of a na-
tional network of 40 schools across the country.  
One of  the main reasons for their success is the 
amazing financial support they receive from many 
donors and community members. The students 
come from low income communities with a maxi-
mum family income of $44,000.  The students are 
selected by their dedication to excel in academics 
and the work study program.  The retention rate 
for graduating is 70% which is above the national 
norm and they are working diligently to increase 
that percentage.  The current enrollment is 400 
students who come from all zip codes and from 
different public and private schools throughout 
Columbus.  Cristo Rey has 100% college accep-
tance for the past 7 years.  All of their graduates 
are going to college with full tuition scholarships.  

Two students who are currently juniors spoke 
about their experiences and goals. They shared 
what they liked most about the school:  diversity, 
academics, the variety of opportunities for their 
interests, new friendships, the help and guidance 
from the teachers and staff.

They shared about their work study experiences 
and how it helped them to figure out what they 
want and do not want to do as a career.  Both 
students are interested in nursing and will be pur-
suing the nursing profession.  They spoke about 
how the students are very supportive of each other 
and how important the friendships are with all of 
the students.
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Angela introduced the speakers for the Cristo Rey 
Columbus High School:  Chrissie Landolfi,   
Advancement Officer, John Petro, Director of  
Partner Development

Chrissie spoke about the mission and accomplish-
ments of Cristo Rey High School.  

• Catholic school--strong faith based education

• College Prep course study

• Work Study program

• High academic standards

• Large variety of activities including sports  
	 and clubs 

• Strong student to teacher and counselor  
	 relationships

Cristo Rey opened in 2013 with the first graduating 
class in 2017.  The school is located in the Discovery 
District next to the Columbus Public Library main 
campus.  This is a good location for the school and 
work study program.  Their focus is on College, Ca-
reer, and Character. They offer a strong faith-based 
education to students who live in at-risk communi-
ties.  The staff consists of outstanding teachers and 
counselors whose whole focus is to help students 
have a successful, robust academic and work study 
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SOCIAL EVENTS

Please submit your social event 
reminder to herb@herbgillen.com for 
inclusion in the Rotaryview Newsletter.

GREETERS

REGISTRATION DESK

CALENDAR

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Submit your volunteer opportunity  
to herb@herbgillen.com for inclusion  
in the Rotaryview Newsletter.

OUR NEXT MEETING

APRIL 1ST 
Scioto Country Club / Zoom 

ROTARYVIEW PG 2

April 1 
Leonard Quick 
Barri Jones

April 8 
Robert Hunt 
Matt Kirby

April 15 
Devon Henry 
Jim Manning

April 1 
Rick Barth                                                                                                                             
Tom Westfall                

April 8 
Jim Winfree                                                                                                                                           
Dave Shelby               

April 15 
Mike Brady                                                                                                                                            
John Cleland                

April 1 - Scioto CC/Zoom  
Randy Freking, “Take Me Out to 
the Ballgame: The man who  
sued MLB to prevent the 1981 
baseball playoffs” 
Host: Don Leach 
 

April 8 - Scioto CC/Zoom  
Louis Ulman, “Arc of Appala-
chia – Saving the Birds of Ohio in 
Guatemala” 
Host: Chris Copeland 
 

April 15 - Scioto CC/Zoom  
The Honorable Sharon Ken-
nedy, Chief Justice of the Ohio 
Supreme Court “The Supreme 
Court’s Role in Ohio” 
Host: Brad Frick

Angela Lancott called the meeting to order.

Brian Bainbridge gave the invocation and led the pledge.

Tom Westfall introduced his guest:  Tim Mikau

THE MEETING

John shared that the school is devoted to high 
academic standards with an emphasis on real life 
work experiences.  The work study program is 
a huge part of their student success.  The motto 
is "working to learn and learning to work."  To 
help students identify their interest in a career 
path, each student is given a questionnaire and 
interviewed to find out what their career interests 
are.  Then the student is matched with a job that 
matches their interest.  Sometimes students stay in 
the same job all four years but often the work expe-
rience helps them to determine what they are not 
interesting in doing.  They are placed in a differ-
ent job the next year.  They have all 400 students 
placed in a work experience each year.  John added 
that Cristo Rey is always looking for businesses to 
partner with them to offer work experience to all of 
their students who are interested in a wide variety 
of careers.  Some of the work study interests are in 
business, healthcare, attorney offices, engineering, 
radiology, nursing and more.

Chrissie concluded by explaining the mission of 
Cristo Rey is a strong Catholic education including 
theology classes and regular masses.  They offer 
13 varsity sports, a wide variety of extracurricular 
activities and the work study program to develop 
well rounded and successful students who can be 
successful in life.

Chip Knoop shared that there was a successful bed build of 20 frames for 
the Bed Brigade.  Volunteers are needed to pick up and deliver the bed frames  
Sat 3/29.  Prefer to have some with trucks.  Several Rotarians volunteered.

Jack Cotter announced the next roundtable will be April 8 at 11:00 AM at 
Scioto CC.  The roundtable will be led by John Krause with the topic of  
Alternative Fuels and Heavy Trucks.

Jessica Grisez shared the Bob Crane Community Center has grand opening  
on April 6 and invited Rotarians to come.

NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:


