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Herb Gillen introduced the speaker, his former
professor, and his fellow Herb, Dr. Herb Asher,
who spoke about the U.S. presidential election in
2020.

Dr. Asher is now Distinguished Adjunct Professor
at the Glenn College at The Ohio State University,
where he was founding director of the John Glenn
Institute for Public Service and Public Policy. He
was instrumental in creating many of the insti-
tute’s programs that have carried over to the Glenn
College, most notably the college’s Washington
Academic Internship Program.

DR. HERB ASHER

THE 2020 PRESIDENTIAL RACE: OBSERVATIONS, PREDICTIONS, AND CHALLENGES

In a career spanning more than 40 years, Dr.
Asher has been a faculty member of the Dept. of
Political Science, where he is a professor emeritus,
and he has served Ohio State as counselor to the
university president and senior vice president for
government affairs. He has also been a former
member and chair of the Ohio Ethics Commission
and a member of the Mid-Ohio Regional Plan-
ning Commission. He has taught many courses in
political science.

Dr. Asher received his BA in mathematics from
Bucknell in 1966 and both his MA (1968) and Ph.D.
(1970) in political science from the University of
Michigan. He has authored numerous books and
articles, including "Polling and the Public: What
Every Citizen Should Know".

In his talk to the Club, Dr. Asher noted that he en-
joys speaking to the more mature Rotary audience,
as many of the Club members were alive during
the past several decades of US history, whereas
many of his students have, at best, only historical
knowledge of the Cold War era. He noted that the
U.S.s and its allies’ victory in the Cold War was a
bipartisan and multilateral success of U.S. foreign
policy, which many of today’s students are not
aware of even as a matter of history.

Dr. Asher noted that despite President Trump’s rel-
ative unpopularity, he certainly could be re-elected
in 2020, if the Democratic nominee can be made
even less popular than he is. Polling today, even
by reputable firms, does not provide any insight
into what will happen on election day in 2020. If
a Democratic candidate is polling well against the
President today, that could only be an indication of
a lack of familiarity with such a candidate at this
point, as compared to much greater familiarity
with the President.
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DR. HERB ASHER

THE 2020 PRESIDENTIAL RACE: OBSERVATIONS, PREDICTIONS, AND CHALLENGES
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Dr. Asher also addressed the question of foreign
interference in US elections, citing evidence from
the FBI, CIA, and US senators from both parties.
He discussed how it is possible for a foreign power
to increase divisions through the use of social
media in the US, such as Facebook and Twit-

ter. Posts about divisive issues can seem to come

from groups that don’t actually exist and don’t
have regard for facts. These are threats that are
not military in nature and are difficult to address.
Foreign powers such as Russia and China are not
as susceptible to the manipulation of social media
because they do not allow the freedom of expres-
sion that the US allows.

Dr. Asher discussed some of the current Democrat-
ic candidates. He noted that the strongest Demo-
cratic overall right now seems to be Joe Biden,
because he appears to be the antithesis of Pres.
Trump and seems more moderate as compared to
some of the other candidates. However, looking at
what it takes to win the first contests, in Iowa and
New Hampshire, Elizabeth Warren seems to have
an opportunity to win and create momentum that
will carry over to later primaries. Her path to the
nomination could be analogous to that of Jimmy
Carter in 1976. He believes that she would need to
pivot on certain issues, such as “Medicare for All”
in order to win a general election.

November is
Rotary International
Foundation Month

Join the 125 Club and
collect points towards
your Paul Harris Fellowship.

UA Rotary Club will match

your points towards a Paul
Harris Fellow (up to $500 match)
in November only!

The
Rotary

Foundation

HERE'S HOW IT WORKS:

* MAKE YOUR CHECK PAYABLE TO
THE UA ROTARY FOUNDATION
BEFORE NOVEMBER 30TH.

(MEMO: RI FOUNDATION 2019-20 CONTRIBUTION)

e THE UAROTARY FOUNDATION
WILL MAKE A DONATION IN
YOUR NAME TO THE ROTARY
INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION

e YOU WILL RECEIVE PAUL HARRIS
FELLOW POINTS CREDIT FOR THE
AMOUNT YOU DONATED THAT
WILL BE MATCHED (UP TO $500)
BY OUR CLUB.

» DONATE AT LEAST $125 AND
BECOME A MEMBER OF THE
125 CLUB.
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The Meeting

Herb Gillen opened the meeting.
Dave Dewey gave the invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Tim Kellogg introduced these visiting Rotarians: District Governor-elect
Steve Heiser and Doug Trotter of the Tri-Village Club.

Yvonne Perotti introduced her guest and husband Charles Perotti.

Debbie Johnson introduced her guests Dara Markus, Holly McGinnus and
Gwen Stetler.

Celia Crossley introduced her guest Becca Peterson.
Tom Davis introduced his guest Tommy O’Shaughnessy.

Kip Greenbhill introduced his guest, UA City Councilman-elect
John Kulewicz.

Notes and Announcements

Herb Gillen noted that the Club’s board met the prior evening at a new loca-
tion, Trinity United Methodist Church. The board approved two new members,
Ben Lupton and Tom Sugar; reviewed the Community Service guidelines and
budget; and heard a report from Celia Crossley and Mary Ann Krauss on
a possible revamping of the Northwest Volunteer of the Year program. Herb
reminded us that board minutes are available for perusal on the Club’s website,
what with the Club having decided that the internet is here to stay.

Herb also announced the birth of Angela Lanctot’s new baby boy: 7 1bs., 5 oz.
All concerned are doing well.

Chip Knoop is looking for more volunteers for the Bed Brigade project, taking
place on Nov. 16 from 9-11 am, at the Upper Arlington Lutheran Church Mill
Run Campus. Bring a cordless drill.

Joe Valentino has provided a sign-up sheet for those who need to update the
classifications showing on their badges.

Steve Heiser presented Joe with his 125 Club pin. Steve also noted that the
District 6690 Awards Banquet will be held on Nov. 23 at 5:30 p.m. at
Hofbrauhaus Columbus—see the District website to sign up (the District has
also decided that the internet is here to stay).

Dave Dewey reminded the Club that November is Rotary International Foun-
dation Month. If you make a check payable to the UA Rotary Foundation before
Nov. 30 (memo: RI Foundation 2019-20 contribution), the UA Rotary Founda-
tion will make a donation in your name to the Rotary International Founda-
tion. You will receive Paul Harris Fellow points credit for the amount that you
donated, which will be matched up to $500 by our Club. If you donate at least
$125, you will become a member of the 125 Club.

Dave also recognized Club members who are multiple Paul Harris Fellows,
at the cumulative amount of $4,000 or more, including the following:

John Ness, Peter Korda, Joe Berwanger, Jim Monahan,

Andy Livingston, Dick Stone, Dave himself, Bob Long, Doug Sandbo,
Chip Knoop, David Gross, Bob Fenner, Dave Hammond, Price Fin-
ley, Anne Croskey, Dave McCurdy, Homer Mincy, Bill Kraft, Steve
Sandbo, Phil Glandon, Eric Smith and Bob Ness.

John Huneck provided an update on the Club’s involvement with the YWCA
and their Family Shelter, and he thanked the volunteers from the Club who
have helped.

Debbie Johnson provided a brief update on the recent trip by Club members
to Guatemala. In addition to herself, these members included Barri Jones
(together with her daughter Audrey), Ralph Griffith, Bob Long, Dave
Dewey, Dave McCurdy, Andy Livingston, and Steve Sandbo. The group
also included two members of other clubs. A highlight of the trip was the deliv-
ery of the Club’s gift of a fire truck, made possible by Steve and Andy, as well as
Dave Trotter.
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