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Brad DeHays introduced today’s speaker  
Chris “Beanie” Wells.  Beanie is a native of  
Akron and attended Akron Garfield High School.  
He was a parade high school All American in 
2006, all Big Ten first team in 2007, second team 
All American in 2007, three time Big Ten cham-
pion (2006-2008) and a first round NFL draft 
pick (#31) by the Arizona Cardinals.

We saw a brief video featuring Wells’ performance 
in the 2006 Ohio State-Michigan game – his fresh-
man year.  Brad suggested that Wells is one of the 
pivotal figures in recent Buckeye football history.  

Today’s program format featured a question and 
answer session with Beanie.  A number of ques-
tions had been submitted to Brad by club members 
in advance of the meeting.

Prior to getting to the questions, Brad asked Chris 
to let us know what he’s doing now that he’s out of 
football.

Beanie said that he currently works with 97.1 
The Fan radio and also with Fox Sports.  He also 
works with Channel 19 in Cleveland covering the 
Cleveland Browns.  He was drawn to sports media 
as a way of staying involved not only in football but 
in all sports.  He has been involved in sports media 
for the past five years.  He also has young sons who 
keep him busy outside of his career. 

We turned next to a number of questions and dis-
cussion points for Beanie to address.

The first question asked what he thought of how 
the Columbus/OSU community lives and breathes 
OSU football – and whether the obsession is 
healthy.

• Beanie suggested that, at times, the way folks 
handle their Buckeye obsession may not be com-
pletely healthy.  He noted, however, that there 
is certainly nothing wrong with being biased 
toward the team and school you love and such 
passion is understandable.

The second question asked for his thoughts on how 
the community has handled the current Urban 
Meyer situation.

• The Urban Meyer situation is a difficult one.  He 
wondered how much responsibility a coach has to 
monitor the details of the personal life of play-
ers and staff.  There are 113 players on a college 
football roster to be concerned with.  The head 
coach’s expectation of his staff should include the 
assumption that they will comport themselves in 
an appropriate manner.

Next, the issue of traumatic brain injury was 
raised.  Beanie was recently diagnosed with such 
injuries and was asked to share his situation and 
thoughts.

• Wells replied that he had begun having constant 
headaches, constant memory issues and difficulty 
finding the right words to express himself.  He im-
mediately decided to have himself checked out.  He 
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took an end-of-career physical which revealed his 
injury.  He noted that many players – both pres-
ent and past – are reluctant to have such testing 
done because they don’t want to know what they 
may already suspect.  Current players don’t want 
to know because of the impact it may have on 
their still active careers.

• Wells has gotten counseling and guidance to 
combat the effects of his injury.  Exercises work 
toward re-training his brain to help prevent 
future headaches and improve memory.  The most 
important factor for someone who experiences 
such an injury is to have the people close to him be 
there for him and provide support.

Many parents today are concerned about allowing 
their sons to play tackle football.  Brad shared that 
he is currently coaching his son’s team and would 
only allow him to play if he (Brad) was coaching.  
He observed that coaching methods and mes-
sages are changing with great emphasis on proper 
tackling techniques to protect the player’s head.  
Wells was asked if he thinks tackle football is safe 
and whether he would encourage his kids to play 
football.

• Beanie thinks that the way coaching and coaches 
are changing their approach makes the game 
safer.  A great deal depends on the coaches and 
how they approach the game.  In the past kids had 
to be “tough” – a headache was no reason to leave 
the game.  There was little or no thought given to 
things like brain injury.  Thankfully that is chang-
ing.  Due diligence is required before a decision 
about your child’s participation is made.  

The game of football is changing.  New helmet 
rules and changes in tackling techniques are two 
prominent examples.  What will the game look like 
in the future?

• Beanie predicts that the game will survive and 
thrive in the future.  In many cases it is seen as 
an escape from difficult economic circumstances.  
The game is seen as a means to an end.  This fact 
motivates many people to pursue the game.  It is 
seen, at times, as one of the only ways out.  Folks 
in these circumstances – and folks in many small 
towns – eat, sleep and breathe football.  Beanie 
thinks that for every one household that decides 
not to participate there are probably ten others 
that see football as an opportunity.  He also be-
lieves the game will be safer going forward.

• Brad commented that football is also a major 
economic driver for many school systems and 
their athletic programs – furthering the likeli-
hood that the sport will continue to occupy a high 
profile. 

Wells addressed a question about college football 
becoming a staple on Friday nights in the future.

• He believes that Friday nights should be reserved 
for high school football.  He noted that there are 
other opportunities for colleges to play games 
other than on Saturday.  He cited the Mid-Ameri-
can Conference’s “Mac Action” games on Tuesday 
and Thursday nights in recent years.

Brian Hall submitted a mystery question – which 
was deferred until a later time – and ultimately 
ignored altogether.

Beanie was asked about his favorite Ohio State 
memory.

• He cited the Michigan game his freshman year 
as his favorite moment.  He was a freshman and 
was excited to see celebrities such as Derek Jeter, 
Mo Vaughn and Madonna on the sidelines.  That, 
plus the nature of the game itself and the enthusi-
asm of the crowd cement this game as his favorite 
memory.
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The next question was about Jim Tressel – and 
whether he had any funny Tressel stories.

• He didn’t have any funny stories but commented 
on what a great motivator coach Tressel was.  He 
noted that Tressel encouraged him to work to be 
better than the many greats who had preceded 
him at OSU.  He was encouraged to strive to be 
the best ever – just as coach Tressel himself was 
trying to be the best coach ever at OSU.

Beanie was asked to compare and contrast coach 
Tressel’s game style vs coach Meyer’s style.

• He started out by saying that both coaches are 
outstanding.  Tressel was almost like a “three 
yards and a cloud of dust” coach who played it 
safe.  He wanted to run the football and play great 
defense.  If he was up by 40 points he would back 
off and provide playing time for players further 
down the depth chart.  Urban Meyer, on the 
other hand thinks that 40 points should be ex-
panded to 70 if possible.  He wants to score points 
and dominate in every phase of the game.  This 
approach is great for recruiting.  Offensive play-
ers like the idea of playing with that mindset.  

A question about Baker Mayfield was posed.  What 
is the general consensus about Mayfield in Cleve-
land and how is fitting in?

• Wells noted that it’s certainly a different feeling 
than there was with Johnny Manziel.  He has spo-
ken to Baker a couple of times.  He believes he a 
phenomenal athlete who will do a great job for the 
Browns.  He also likes the take it slow approach 
so far.  Since the Browns returned they have a 
pattern of throwing young quarterbacks out onto 
the field with little opportunity to adjust to the 
NFL.  Hopefully that pattern will be broken and 
Mayfield will have an opportunity to learn.

The next question asked of Wells was what he does 
now to compete since he has come from such an 
intensely competitive football/sports background.

• Beanie said he is still competitive in everything 
he does.  He wants to be the best at his radio job 
and be the best at his TV job.  He wants to have a 
distinctive way of doing things that sets him apart 
from his counterparts.  He is even competitive in a 
way with his 7 and 9 year old kids.  He challenges 
them every day to think and be elite in everything 
they do – from playing, managing their time, how 
they make their bed and how they are going to act 
in the classroom.

The adjustment in going from college football to 
the NFL was the next question.

• Wells noted that many people talk about the 
speed of the game.  In fact, it’s not foot speed that 
is the biggest adjustment – it is the mental aspect 
of the game which is the most challenging.  Read-
ing what is happening on the field in a matter of 
seconds and making appropriate adjustments is 
difficult.  Digesting a huge playbook is another 
challenge.

A brief Q&A session followed.
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UA Rotary Northwest Volunteers of the Year Reception
August 22 @ 5:30 pm - 7:00 pm

In lieu of our regular Tuesday noon meeting, we will be holding a reception to honor our Northwest Volunteers of the Year  
at the Amelito Mirolo Barn. Heavy hors d’oeuvres and beer and wine will be served. The event is free to members of the  

Upper Arlington Rotary Club. Guests are welcome and a charge of $15 per guest will be charged.

Please RSVP to Tracy Harbold at tharbold@uacommunityfoundation.com by August 17th.

The Meeting
President Brad DeHays called the meeting to order and asked Yvonne 
Perotti to offer the invocation and lead us in the Pledge Allegiance.  
Yvonne also offered a special remembrance and prayer for her good friend  
Bill Mielke who passed away recently.

John Cleland introduced visiting Rotarian Steve Heiser – Assistant 
District Governor.  We had a number of guests today.  Brad DeHays 
introduced Joe Jacob.  Tim Kellogg’s guest was Drew Davis.  Matt 
McClellan was accompanied by his son Owen.  Matt Rule introduced  
guest Matt Kirby.  Ralph Griffith introduced Steve Renaker.

There will not be a club lunch meeting on Tuesday, August 21.  Instead, members are 
encouraged to attend the Happy Hour with Northwest Volunteer of the Year Award winners 
on Wednesday, August 22.  The event takes place at the Amelita Miorolo Barn from 5:30 pm to 7:00 
pm on that date.  Tracy Harbold distributed registration forms.  If you haven’t yet registered please 
let Tracy know no later than Friday, August 17.

August continues to be big in UA Rotarian birthdays.  Mike Brady celebrated on August 12, Tracy 
Harbold on August 13, Paula Brooks on August 14 and Chuck Snyder will celebrate on August 17.
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Notes and Announcements
UA Rotary is again pleased to support the Upper Arlington Education 
Foundation's Golden Bear Bash to be held this year on Sunday, September 2 
at Tremont Center.  New members should look for an e-mail this week with 
details on an invitation to represent the club at our sponsored table.  All 
attending Rotarians are welcome tosocialize with us at the event.  Contact 
Norm Essey by e-mail essey.consulting@gmail.com or phone 614.638.7384 
to indicate your interest.

Yvonne Perotti announced that the next meal service opportunity at the 
Ronald McDonald House will be on Tuesday, September 18.  The house now 
has an in house chef.  We’ll need Rotarians to help in one of two shifts:  meal 
prep help beginning at 3:45 PM and meal service help beginning at 5:00 PM.  
Everyone, regardless of shift will be done no later than 7:00 PM.  See Yvonne 
if you’d like to help.

Herb Gillen announced the names of several folks who still have silent 
auction items to pick up from his office.  They include Bob Fenner, Bill 
Kraft, John Krauss, Joe Berwanger, Joe Valentino, Bob Long, Don 
Trotier and Chris Widing.  The items were either won at the auction or 
were donated and not bid on.  We are also missing the 1960 OSU basketball 
championship glasses that were auctioned to J.D. Dickerson.  If you know 
of their whereabouts please advise.

Herb also announced that UA Rotary will, indeed, have a booth at the upcoming Labor Neighbor Arts 
Festival.  We’ll need ten to twelve members to work two hour shifts during the day.  Chip Knoop is 
coordinating the effort.  Sign-up sheets will be available soon.


