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Steve Sandbo and Dave McCurdy provided
background and an update about the Rotarysponsored projects and programs through the
Mayan Families Foundation in Guatemala.
Steve Sandbo led off the presentation and
discussed some of the history of UA Rotary’s
relationship with Mayan Families and communities in Guatemala. He noted that the Rotary is a
worldwide organization and these programs are
living examples of what the “International” in
Rotary International means.
UA Rotary became involved in this project in
the spring of 2011. Dave McCurdy, President
of the club at the time, came back from the RI
Convention and noted that the club could be doing more than simply writing a check to support
international programs. Following a great deal
of research the focus became the Mayan Families
Foundation (an NGO) and their efforts in Guatemala. A trip to Guatemala for a meeting with

Dave McCurdy pointed to the club’s activities and
support which have provided fuel to the Foundation and helped propel it to the next level. The
momentum provided has helped generate additional partnerships which greatly enhance the
operations of Mayan Families.
The first big program UA Rotary did in Guatemala was the Mayan Families Trade School. The
trade schools featured a three part approach computers, sewing and carpentry (in a satellite
location). UA Rotary has taken down about 150
used laptops and 30 new laptops over the years.
The Sewing program is followed up with a microloan which enables the graduates to start their
own businesses to support their families. The
carpentry facility includes about $30,000 worth
of equipment (provided by UA Rotary) which is
secure and well-used.
One of the goals of the trade school operation is
to eventually make it self-sufficient. In the most
recent year the total expenses for the operation
were $49,000 and revenue from product sales
was $41,000.
Steve discussed the Tierra Linda Middle School.
He outlined the funding mechanism the club
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has used. UA Rotary did not commit any funds
up front for the projects. Using a model similar
to the RI Foundation, the club agreed to match
funds raised by the individual members to
support the program. That model has worked
incredibly well.
There was originally no middle school in Tierra
Linda. After the 6th grade students were expected to work in the surrounding fields for the
rest of their life. The question was asked – what
would happen if a UA Rotary sponsored middle
school was created? Over time, and through various government funding challenges, the school
has established itself and there have been four
graduating classes to this point.
The success of the middle school resulted in the
need for a larger facility. The existing building
could not accommodate further expansion. The
solution was to build a new preschool and use the
former preschool space for an expanded middle
school program. The official dedication of the
new building happened in November, 2017.

computers and funding for an instructor to help
children coming out of the elementary school get
ready for middle school.
The club’s 8th water project is also on the agenda
for the 2017-18 year. Village residents will provide the labor to install a new water system using
materials provided by Rotary.
Steve returned to talk about the Rotary fire
engines (Rotary I (red) and Rotary II (yellow))
which were purchased, reconditioned and delivered to two communities. Several District 6690
clubs contributed to this effort. Villages receive
no support from the government for any type of
emergency equipment. The process of acquiring,
fixing and delivering the trucks took nine months
– including the eleven weeks it took to get the
trucks through Guatemalan customs.
Steve and Dave thanked club members and the
club itself for supporting this project. All members were encouraged to consider participating in
a future trip. The next trip is in November, 2018.

Dave McCurdy outlined plans for a computer
school. UA Rotary will provide eleven new

Notes and Announcements
Kevin Brown shared some interesting history facts about the City of Upper
Arlington and encouraged club members to support the Upper Arlington
Historical Society. One challenge the Society has made to the community to
help commemorate the city’s centennial is to have 100 people contribute $100
each in celebration of UA’s 100th year. Funds will help support the Trolley
Tour program. Forms were on the tables for this cause as well as for the
ongoing Society membership drive.
The club’s annual Fundraiser (Rotary in the ‘Shoe) is scheduled for Saturday
May 19 at Ohio Stadium. Anne Croskey announced that a reminder email
with invitation had just been distributed. Spaces are limited so if you have not
replied please do so ASAP.
Chris Widing proudly announced the arrival of
a new granddaughter on February 15.
Glen Dugger updated us on the difficult time
Dick Vesper is going through with the recent
passing of his wife Patty (2/14) and his son’s
brain surgery which was occurring at the time
of this meeting. Dick’s son Kyle was reportedly
doing well with the surgery in progress.
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The Meeting
President Dave Dewey, resplendent with his Guatemalan
“man purse”, asked Bill Loveland to offer the Invocation
and lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance.
John Cleland reported that there were no visiting
Rotarians today and asked Brendan King to introduce his
guest Chris Knezevic.
Next week’s meeting (2/27) will be held at Schmidt’s
Reception House at Raymond Memorial Golf Course.
President Dewey reported that our German international
exchange student had returned safely to home - earlier than
originally planned due to homesickness.
He also noted that a successful “friendraiser” had been held
on February 13 at The Avenue.
We heard from Barri Jones in a “Getting to Know You”
segment. Barri is the mother of twins – both in college at the
present time. She is a Certified Financial Planner. Several
interesting work experiences in her past include working
for Peoples’ Express Airline, serving as a door-to-door
encyclopedia sales rep and working at a café in Paris, France.
Her bucket list is topped by her desire to travel extensively.
Dave fined all of us who have yet to make a Rotary trip to
Guatemala. Quite a few dollars landed on the tables.
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UA ROTARY SPRING FUNDRAISER

ROTARY IN THE ‘SHOE
SATURDAY, MAY 19TH • 6-10 PM

AT THE OHIO STADIUM HUNTINGTON CLUB

OUR NEXT MEETING

February 27th
Raymond Memorial

IN THE

UA ROTARY

2018 FUNDRAISER

Please join us for our club’s annual fundraiser back at the Horseshoe for the first time in a decade.
The evening will include Stadium guided tours including the exclusive recruiting room, press box,
band room, and the field; The OSU Marching Band; a special program and panel of guests; and a
catered meal. Please consider sponsoring the event, donating an auction item, and inviting guests.
Registration is required, and space is limited to 225 attendees with more than 60% of the available
seats already reserved, so please RSVP now to confirm your attendance. Online registration
is now available at https://www.punchbowl.com/parties/13d0bacbbb8f2038ccec For additional
information, please contact Herb Gillen at herb@herbgillen.com or 614.562.0203.
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