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Our topic today was the United States Constitution.  
Kip Greenhill introduced our speaker and 
fellow Rotarian Brad Frick.  After Kip’s lengthy 
introduction Brad wedged a lot of information 
about the Constitution into his remaining time.

This week marks the 230th anniversary of the 
signing of the Constitution.  It was signed during 
this week in September, 1787.  Brad asked us to 
consider how major projects get done today – 
and think about the amount of time, effort and 
energy expended to accomplish important tasks.  
In contrast, the U.S. Constitution was written, 
approved and signed in 90 days.

A basic timeline was shared:

1776 – War of Independence begins

1781 – The Articles of Confederation were 
approved.  The articles were a loosely written 
document that was, in the eyes of many, 
more like a treaty between the states than a 
foundational government document.

1783 – The war ends

1785 – A meeting was held at George 
Washington’s home to discuss the future  
of the union and whether it could be saved.

1786 – Another meeting was called – but only  
5 of the 13 states were represented.

1787 – All states finally agree to meet at 
Philadelphia’s Independence Hall.

At the time of the constitutional convention 
the total population of the United States was 
about twice the size of the current Central 
Ohio population.  The “big three” states were 
Massachusetts, Pennsylvania and Virginia.  Those 
three states had 45% of the total population.  The 
biggest city at the time was New York which had a 
smaller population (33,000) than Upper Arlington 
has today.

At this time, the country was really more of a 
collection of regions rather than states as we know 
them today.

The convention was truly a secret process.  It was a 
unicameral body and its members were considered 
the cream of society’s crop at that time.  There was 
no effort to create a truly representative group.  
Fifty five white men – with only two coming from 
small farms – made up the entire membership of 
the convention.  Interestingly, during the course 
of their deliberations there were no leaks to the 
outside world.

During the constitutional convention George 
Washington, James Madison and Alexander 
Hamilton were the leading proponents for a strong 
central government.

Washington was elected President of the 
convention.  James Madison was the “brains” of 
the group.  Benjamin Franklin was the oldest of the 
group – and seen as the wise man.  In the projected 
images accompanying the presentation the faces of 
these historic figures looked suspiciously like Dave 
Dewey, Bill Cloyd and Bob Edler respectively.

Interestingly, during the process of writing the 
Constitution, Thomas Jefferson was in Paris and 
John Adams was in London.  It would have taken 
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seven to eight weeks for news of the convention’s 
proceedings to reach them.

Several key issues dominated the discussions at 
the convention.

• The question of proportional representation 
versus equal representation was a point of 
contention.  Small states feared being effectively 
left out of the governing process if purely 
proportional representation was in effect.  The 
solution was the creation of the current bicameral 
legislature with proportional representation in 
the U.S. House and equal representation in the 
Senate.

• Another issue was how the executive office 
should be structured.  The delegates were fed up 
with dealing with a king or a governor who did not 
answer to the people or its representatives.  There 
was also concern about making the executive 
position too powerful.  The goal was strength – 
but not too much strength.  Part of this discussion 
was how best to select the executive.  Some 
delegates wanted a direct vote, some sought to 
have Congress appoint the executive.  Ultimately 
the decision was made to have the electorate 
select people to vote for the executive on their 
behalf – thus we have today’s Electoral College.

• A third issue was the question of how to 
structure a judiciary.  Ultimately the decision was 
made to create a separate branch of government 
for the judiciary.  There was no interest in having 
judges who answered to the executive or the 
legislature.

• A fourth, very contentious, issue was the 
question of slavery.  There was no prohibition 
of slavery included in the new Constitution.  
Delegates from southern states were adamant that 
slavery be preserved and not prohibited. When 
the discussion turned to how to account for the 
slave population in the process of determining 
representation the “three fifths compromise” was 
developed.  Each slave would be counted as 3/5 
of a person for purposes of calculating a state’s 
representation in the U.S. House.

There was no discussion of economic or commer-
cial regulation or management during the conven-
tion.  No judicial review was included either.  In 
addition, there was no Bill of Rights in the original 
Constitution.   The feeling was that individual 
states could handle this in their own way.

When the delegates finally signed off on the 
Constitution a “marketing campaign” ensued.  One 
target of the campaign was New York which had 
expressed doubts about supporting the document.  
The Federalist Papers were published as part of 
the effort to convince readers – especially the 
New York delegation – to support the form of 
government which we still operate under today.

Notes and Announcements
Alan Yarletts thanked Rotarians who participated in the Rotary Youth 
Exchange dinner at Jones Middle School on September 16.  The event was 
successful with a dozen international students dining and talking with local 
students and adults.

John Ness reminded us of the upcoming Upper Arlington Football Alumni 
Night and Tailgate on Friday, October 6.  The 1967 football team will be 
recognized on this, the 50th anniversary of their state championship season.  
Over 50 members of the team will be present at the event.  The tailgate starts 
at 5:00 PM.  A $20 ticket buys game admission plus food at the tailgate.

Don Leach announced the October 3 Vocational Lunch programs.  Signup 
sheets were available again this week. The options (hosts) are: UA Schools 
Graf Center (Paul Imhoff), UA Municipal Services Center (Ted Staton and 
Dan Ralley), The Commissary (Brad DeHays), Kimball Midwest (Dave 
McCurdy) and ODW Logistics (John and Bob Ness).

Chris Widing proudly announced the arrival of his sixth grandchild – a 
grandson born on September 12 in Atlanta.  He and Suzie were in the car that 
very day on an unplanned road trip to the Peach State.
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SENIOR SERVICE SATURDAYS - OCTOBER 14 AND NOVEMBER 4 • 8:45 TO 11:00 AM 
This is an excellent opportunity for community service for members and their families. Contact 
Jim McGovern if you have any questions at 614-214-9495 or jamesmmcgovern@yahoo.com.

The Meeting
President Dave Dewey asked Bob Prior to offer the 
Invocation and lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Milt Lustnauer introduced visiting Rotarian Doug Gouty 
from the Columbus club.  Brad Frick introduced his  
guest – son Andy Frick.  Jeanine Hummer introduced 
her guest, Judge Cindi Morehart.

We were happy to see Don Cook back at today’s meeting.

The club’s 2017-18 directories were available today – two 
copies each, please.

Dave noted that we now have new club banners to give to 
interested visiting Rotarians – or to take along when visiting 
other clubs.

Dave reminded us about the club’s ongoing involvement in 
efforts to make a difference.  He noted the recent grants to 
the YWCA Family Center and to the Windemere School/
Livingston Elementary School partnership.

The Board has also just approved two vocational scholarships.

He also mentioned the Senior Service Saturdays coming up on October 14 and November 4 – more 
opportunities for making a difference.

Rotary Roundtables are coming back!  The next roundtable is Tuesday, October 10.  Details to be  
shared soon.

A District 6690 Assembly will be taking place this Saturday, 
September 23 at Zane State College in Zanesville.

Dave called on Rich Simpson to tell us about the Upper 
Arlington Centennial Steering Committee’s plans for a legacy 
project to commemorate next year’s centennial celebration.  
Rich has served as the committee’s Chairman.  Multiple 
opportunities for community member input were provided 
and the results became part of the planning process.

The legacy gift has two parts: an Upper Arlington History 
Walk along the walkway between the UA Library and 
Tremont Elementary School from Tremont Road to the 
Northam Park entrance, and a community gathering space in 
the park at the end of the history walk.  The history walk will 
include ten pillars – each with a plaque featuring a different 
aspect of UA history.  The gathering space (plaza) will be 

paved and include benches.  It will feature three larger-than-life bronze bears – one adult and two 
smaller bears.  The bears will be designed to be climbed on.

The total cost of the project is $300,000.  The City of Upper Arlington will fund $100,000 with the 
remaining funds to be raised from the private sector.  UA Rotary is a key sponsor of the project having 
pledged a total of $75,000 ($25,000 per year for three years).  The unveiling will take place on  
July 4, 2018.
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