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The Smart Cities program is a four year project
designed to demonstrate new ideas and models for
our future transportation system. Results will be
reported to the U.S. Department of Transportation.
It is a data driven effort that will concentrate the
data from the various demonstration projects in a
single place for further study and analysis.
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Rich Simpson introduced today’s speaker Mike
Stevens, Chief Innovation Officer for the City of
Columbus. Stevens heads up the city’s Smart Cities
project. He has his Bachelor’s and Master’s degree
from Ohio State University.
The Smart Cities program is funded by $50 million
in grants which Columbus won in a competition
with cities throughout the country.
Mike commented on the speed with which things
can change when it comes to technology. He cited
the fact that in the early 20th century Columbus was
the home of manufacturers that made one in four
buggies in use in the United States. Ten years later
the industry was virtually wiped out by advancements in transportation. Today’s environment has
the potential to have the same impact on our current
transportation methods and infrastructure.
He suggested that we consider the implications
of things like self-driving vehicles on our larger
economic environment rather than just thinking
about the implications for the auto industry. For
example, with a dramatic reduction in human
drivers and a subsequent reduction in the number of accidents, what are the implications for the
insurance industry? What are the implications
for the manufacturers of primary auto parts? In
Columbus, central Ohio and the state as a whole
the potential for major economic disruption is
significant.

There are three themes running through the
program. The first features “enabling technology”
which will help create a connected vehicle environment. The second theme focuses on enhancing
human services. Such services might include a
multi-modal transportation system that enables
one to efficiently and inexpensively plan a trip
in advance with access to information about all
available options. In addition, a common payment system to pay for that trip – regardless of the
transportation mode(s) used might be part of the
enhanced services. The third theme focuses on
emerging technologies such as connected electric
autonomous vehicles and “truck platooning” where
an autonomous truck leads another truck which is
connected to it electronically.
Stevens mentioned that AEP has been an excellent
partner in the program so far. Modernization of
the electric grid is always important and especially so given the changes and challenges on the
transportation horizon. There is a strong focus on
reducing reliance on fossil fuels and on promoting
the use of renewable energy generation technology.
Autonomous vehicles are being tested all over the
country. The major ride sharing companies are big
proponents of perfecting the technology.
Ride sharing in a modern, flexible transportation
system will almost certainly be necessary in the
future due to anticipated population growth in central Ohio. Currently 87% of daily commutes into
the city are by single occupancy vehicles. We can’t
build out the infrastructure to sustain this rate with
the anticipated population increases.
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CALENDAR
November 21 (Scioto CC)
Wade Giffin
Thanksgiving Message
Host: Dave Dewey

The Meeting
President Dave Dewey, festooned in Guatemalan gear,
called the meeting to order. He asked Joe Valentino to
offer the invocation and lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Jim Hyre introduced visiting Rotarians Jon Jaynes from
the Dublin-Worthington club and Paul Kulik, Assistant
District Governor, from the Westerville Rotary Club.
We had an excellent Rotary Roundtable today presented
by Paul Reeder, Executive Director of the Center for
Innovation and Entrepreneurship.
Linda Cummins was joined by Melanie Brown from
the UA Historical Society to distribute the just published
History of Upper Arlington. Rotarians who pre-ordered the
books picked them up and additional books were available for purchase.
President Dewey updated us on the recently completed Guatemala trip. A total of nineteen Rotarians
from several Rotary clubs participated – including folks from UA, Westerville Sunrise and Circleville.
He displayed gifts presented to UA Rotary by students from the preschool and from the trade school.
Upon their arrival Rotarians were greeted by a band and escorted by the village residents. In all it was
a very fruitful and moving trip. Several new project ideas were brought to the table. A more detailed
report will be made at a later date.
Dave also reminded us about the article in the current edition of Tri Village
Magazine about UA Rotary’s involvement in Guatemala.

November 28 (Scioto CC)
Sarah Nerad
New Recovery High School,
The Heartland
Hosts: Debbie Johnson & Jim Hamilton

The Board has approved a $3,000 grant to Santa’s Silent Helpers.
Immediate Past District Governor Steve Sandbo recognized Dave McCurdy
for his leadership in the 2016-17 Polio Plus campaign. He also presented
Chip Knoop a Rotary International Presidential Citation for the successful
attainment of Rotary goals during the 2016-17 year. Chip noted that the
Citation belongs to the club - not to him – and thanked the membership for its
engagement and support.

December 5 (Scioto CC)
Annalies Corbin
President & CEO, Past Foundation
Host: Mike O'Sullivan

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Submit your volunteer opportunity
to herb@herbgillen.com for inclusion
in the Rotaryview Newsletter.

SOCIAL EVENTS
Please submit your social event
reminder to herb@herbgillen.com for
inclusion in the Rotaryview Newsletter.

The club’s Christmas party will be held from 5:00 to 8:00 PM on December 12 at Scioto Country Club.
There will be no club lunch meeting that day.
We received a thank you note from a senior UA resident for the club’s help on Senior Service Saturday.
Brian Hall encouraged us to support the Rotary International Foundation. The RI Foundation is
separate from the Upper Arlington Rotary Foundation. Contributions to the RI Foundation go toward
the attainment of Paul Harris Fellowship. He encouraged online contributions since they are easy and
convenient. Checks are also welcome.
Today was the second reading of the slate of candidates for the 2018-19 club year.
The nominees are:
Secretary: Debbie Johnson
Board:

OUR NEXT MEETING

November 21st
Scioto Country Club

Carl Aschinger, Melissa McCurdy, Jim McKinney,
John Adams and Matt Rule

Bill Hosket conducted harassment. Those of us without a Rotary pin paid
$1.00. Non-veterans paid, too. Bill Mielke lost a buck for his Pledge of
Allegiance faux pas a week or so ago. Wade Giffin lost a dollar but I can’t
remember the reason. President Dewey paid up for mentioning himself and the
Pope in the same sentence.
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Notes and Announcements
Yvonne Perotti asked red badge holders who are close to completing their requirements to check with
her as soon as possible. She would like to have as many folks as possible finish the steps by the end of
the year – when she heads for Florida.
Paul Kulik from the Westerville Sunrise club
announced the availability of poinsettias again this
year. The Westerville club sells them as a fundraiser
for various projects. In addition, UA Rotary will
receive a rebate for each poinsettia sold to help local
programs. The flowers will be delivered at the first
meeting in December.
Barri Jones reminded us of the Holiday Wish
Program. Contribution forms were on the tables.
Dave Dewey announced that the club will be
matching contributions up to a maximum of $3,500 again this year.
Salvation Army kettle bell ringing registration forms were available again.
We’re about half way to having a full roster of volunteers. We especially
need Saturday volunteers. The dates for UA Rotary’s participation are
December 4 through 9.
We need volunteers to help with this year’s coat collection campaign for
the Van Buren Family Center. Donation boxes are in 15 locations and
we need three Rotarians to collect the coats from those baskets once
per week.
Jim Nicklaus has brochures available that detail the ongoing campaign
to fund improvements at Jack Nicklaus Park.
Bill Cloyd asked for 5 to 10 Rotarians to serve as conversation facilitators
for a December 1 program featuring discussions between fourth graders
from Windermere Elementary and first graders from Columbus’
Livingston Elementary school. This is one of a number of projects and
programs between the two schools. During the course of this partnership
there will be two way programs featuring Windermere students helping
at Livingston Elementary and vice versa. There is upside for both groups
– Livingston Elementary students will get a positive boost to their selfesteem and Windermere students will experience the world outside
their bubble.

THE SALVATION ARMY'S 2017 KETTLE BELL RINGING DRIVE • DECEMBER 4TH - 9TH
Various one hour and one and a quarter hour time slots available.
SOCIAL EVENTS
Please submit your social event
reminder to herb@herbgillen.com for
inclusion in the Rotaryview Newsletter.

Signup forms are available

UA ROTARY CLUB CHRISTMAS PARTY • DECEMBER 12TH
5-8 PM AT SCIOTO COUNTRY CLUB
Hosts: D. McCurdy/Glandon

OUR NEXT MEETING

November 21st
Scioto Country Club
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