
OCALI’s action statement, aka “How We Do What 
We Do” is to inform public policy and develop and 
deploy practices grounded in linking research to 
real life.

Shawn described how OCALI’s work is centered 
on these three areas of effort:

Partnership:  collaboration enhancing work and 
impact across education, health, social services 
and policy sectors.

Policy:  providing non-partisan expertise on dis-
abilities to ensure accurate representation and 
support.

Practice:  access to materials, technology and 
training to enhance knowledge and practices.

 OCALI encompasses a variety of centers, includ-
ing but not limited to the following:

The Autism Center, which works to build the 
capacity of school districts and other education 
agencies to improve their instruction and support 
for individuals with autism.

The Center for Teaching Diverse Learners, which 
works to ensure that learners with low-incidence 
disabilities have access to equal and effective edu-
cational opportunities.

The Universal Design for Learning Center, which 
increases access and equity through purpose-
ful planning that leads to meaningful, effective 
instruction for all students.

 Shawn described how interested individuals can 
help build community with people with disabili-
ties through access and belonging, in the realms 
of hiring, coaching, schools, churches, clubs and 
recreation. 
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John Krauss introduced the speaker,  
Shawn Henry, Executive Director of OCALI, who 
spoke on the topic  “Making Life Experiences Better 
for People with Autism and Other Developmental 
Disabilities”.  

Shawn grew up in Upper Arlington and lives here 
now with his wife and three children.  He has a 
Bachelor’s degree in Education, with a focus on spe-
cial education, from University of Kentucky.  He also 
has a Master of Education degree from University of 
Louisville focused on Autism, Assistive Technology, 
and Collaboration.  He has been a classroom teacher 
and coach, and he has been Executive Director at 
OCALI for more than 20 years.  Shawn’s Compre-
hensive Autism Planning System has been utilized 
in districts across the country.

Shawn described how OCALI, aka Ohio Center for 
Autism and Low Incidence, is an agency of the State 
of Ohio that focuses on making life experiences bet-
ter for people with autism and other developmental 
disabilities.  It is connected through legislation to 
the Department of Education and Workforce and the 
Department of Developmental Disabilities.

OCALI’s vision statement, aka “Why We Do What 
We Do”, is for people with disabilities to have the 
opportunity to lead their best lives.  Its mission 
statement, aka “What We Do”, is to inspire change 
and promote access to opportunities for people with 
disabilities.

CLICK HERE to view this meeting and  
all previously recorded Rotary meetings

SHAWN HENRY 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR - OCALI 

www.uarotary.org/zoom-meeting-recordings


SOCIAL EVENTS

Please submit your social event 
reminder to herb@herbgillen.com for 
inclusion in the Rotaryview Newsletter.

GREETERS

REGISTRATION DESK

CALENDAR

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Submit your volunteer opportunity  
to herb@herbgillen.com for inclusion  
in the Rotaryview Newsletter.

OUR NEXT MEETING

MARCH 3RD 
Scioto Country Club/Zoom
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March 3 - Scioto CC/Zoom 
Dr. Ali Carine (Pediatrician) – 
The New CDC Guidance on  
Child Vaccines 
Host: John Krauss

March 10 - Scioto CC/Zoom 
UAHS Teachers: Eva Frustaci 
and Kyle Davis, INCubatoredu: 
New Entrepreneurship Program 
at UAHS 
Host: Andrew Theado

March 17 - UA High School  
OFF-SITE LUNCH & LEARNS/
NO ZOOM 

UA Fire Station 72 
Host: Alan Thompson

UA High School  
Host: Bob Hunt

John Krauss opened the meeting, which was held at Scioto Country Club  
and on Zoom.          

Don Leach provided the invocation and led the pledge of allegiance. 

Lauren Heintz was a guest of Debbie Johnson.

There were no visiting Rotarians.

THE MEETING

In lieu of our regular March 17th weekly meeting at Scioto CC, we will be heading out off-site to have lunch and learn 
more from our hosts.  We will have two options with limited capacity at each venue.  Members will need to RSVP for 
themselves and any guests prior to the meetings in order to plan for lunches and assure that we have available space.

OPTION 1: Upper Arlington Fire Station 72 (3861 Reed Rd) - Be a guest of the Upper Arlington Fire Department, tour 
Station 72, and climb aboard Upper Arlington's new state-of-the-art fire truck and enjoy a brief presentation from the 
Fire Department about their services.  Space is limited and an RSVP is required.  A box lunch will be served.  
(Host: Alan Thompson)

OPTION 2: Upper Arlington High School (1625 Zollinger Rd.) - Be a guest of the Upper Arlington Schools and enjoy a 
boxed lunch as you dine on Golden Bear Blvd. at the high school and hear UA Schools Superintendent Bob Hunt up-
date us on the UA Schools Facilities plan.  Tours of the high school will be available after lunch.  An RSVP is required 
in order to plan lunch and seating. (Host: Bob Hunt)

An electronic RSVP will be emailed soon and there will also be sign up sheets on tables at upcoming meetings
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PAYMENTS NOT RECEIVED 

UA ROTARY LUNCH AND LEARNS 
SCHEDULED FOR MARCH 17TH 

John Ness noted that 8 beds were delivered in the prior Saturday’s Bed  
Brigade event.  John also described the effort to raise money to provide a 
truck for the Bed Brigade to replace its existing and deficient truck, and he 
asked for members to consider making personal contributions to the UA  
Rotary Foundation to assist with this effort.  The Community Service  
Committee has committed $5,000 to this cause. 

John Krauss described an online international “mega-meeting” happening 
that evening, hosted from Melbourne, Australia, on the subject of  
“Peace Begins at Home.”

John also provided reminders of the District Winter Assembly taking place 
this coming Feb. 28, and the District Conference happening April 24-25.

John noted that Scioto Country Club will not be available for meetings in  
late March, and there are alternative programs being planned; further  
information is forthcoming.

John asked that members watch for new bills, which will including the annual 
$365 charitable contribution.   There are some delinquent payments, and 
these need correction. 

John presented Jim Manning with his Paul Harris Fellowship +1 pin.

NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS


