
The target audience seeks to take advantage of the 
large fan base in the region.  Current participants 
and their families in the Ohio Valley region are a 
key component.  The age demographic target is 
25-44.  Community involvement is a component of 
the team’s strategy to make a positive impact and 
to raise the team profile.

There are total of 25 corporate sponsors for the 
Fury with major sponsorships from the likes of 
PNC, Mt Carmel and OrthopedicOne.  The Fury 
plays at Nationwide Arena which, admittedly, is 
much larger than currently needed.  A more ide-
ally sized venue is currently not available in the 
area.  Average attendance is 3,000 to 4,000 fans.  
The Fury practices at UA’s Bob Crane Commu-
nity Center three or four times per week. Players 
are paid $60,000 per year with two designated 
franchise players paid $100,000.  Ticket prices 
range from $25 to $65 with special packages and 
promotions a regular feature.

MLV is in its third season and there are currently 
eight teams in the league.  The Fury is the last 
league-owned team and efforts are always un-
derway to transition to local ownership.  League 
expansion is possible in the near future.  The MLV 
season is 14 games long followed by playoffs.  

MLV has television exposure through relation-
ships with a variety of outlets including CBS 
Sports Network, Fox Sports 1 and 2, YouTube and 
ROKU.  There were over one million views on 
YouTube last season.
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For make up locations, check the
club web site or call the make-up
hotline at (614) 470-1002.
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Our speaker today was Dr. David Paitson, CEO,  
Columbus Fury.  The Columbus Fury is a women’s 
professional volleyball team playing in Major 
League Volleyball (MLV).

David’s background includes extensive experience 
focusing on new and/or startup athletic franchises.  
He was president of the Columbus Chill from 1991-
98.  His past experiences include leadership in 
developing the Chillers ice skating venues, ramp-
ing up preparations for the Columbus Blus Jackets 
franchise, the Columbus Destroyers of the Arena 
Football League, and several collegiate athletic pro-
grams.  The Columbus Fury is his most recent focus.

Paitson believes that the Fury has a high probabil-
ity of success because of the growing popularity of 
women’s professional sports in the country.  In addi-
tion, there is no men’s professional volleyball league 
to compete for the attention of volleyball enthusi-
asts throughout the country.  In Ohio and the Ohio 
Valley Region volleyball is a national leader in the 
number of participants.  Nearly all middle school, 
high school and colleges in the region have vol-
leyball programs.  At the collegiate level volleyball 
programs are often fourth in NIL funding – behind 
football and men’s and women’s basketball.

CLICK HERE to view this meeting and  
all previously recorded Rotary meetings

DR. DAVID PAITSON 
CEO - COLUMBUS FURY 

www.uarotary.org/zoom-meeting-recordings


SOCIAL EVENTS

Please submit your social event 
reminder to herb@herbgillen.com for 
inclusion in the Rotaryview Newsletter.

GREETERS

REGISTRATION DESK

CALENDAR

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Submit your volunteer opportunity  
to herb@herbgillen.com for inclusion  
in the Rotaryview Newsletter.

OUR NEXT MEETING

FEBRUARY 24TH 
Scioto Country Club/Zoom
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February 24 
Roger (Rod) Essig 
Rich Irelan

March 3 
Steve Turnbull 
Jim Henson

March 10 
Steve Turnbull 
Jim Henson

February 24 
Don Leach                                                                                        
Brian Bainbridge  	

March 3 
J.D. Dickerson                                                                                        
Mike Brady  	

March 10 
Kelly Marlow 
Matt Kirby	                                                                       	
               		                        	
                 	                                            

February 24 - Scioto CC/Zoom 
Shawn Henry, Executive  
Director of OCALI – “Making 
Life Experiences Better for 
People with Autism and Other 
Developmental Disabilities” 
Host: John Krauss

March 3 - Scioto CC/Zoom 
Dr. Ali Carine (Pediatrician) – 
The New CDC Guidance on  
Child Vaccines 
Host: John Krauss

March 10 - Scioto CC/Zoom 
UAHS Teachers: Eva Frustaci 
and Kyle Davis, INCubatoredu: 
New Entrepreneurship Program 
at UAHS 
Host: Andrew Theado

Club Secretary Mike Zieg presided at today’s meeting at Scioto Country Club.  
He asked Joe Valentino to offer the invocation and lead us in the  
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mike reminded us of the upcoming District Assembly on February 28  
in Newark and the District Conference in Columbus at the Hilton Polaris on 
April 24/25.

Andy Geistfeld introduced Peyton Burton, UAHS Student of the Month.  
Peyton is a senior at UAHS.  Her impressive resume includes extensive  
community service emblematic of Rotary’s “Service Above Self” motto.  She 
is a multi-sport participant and leader in athletics and carries an impressive 
academic record including membership in the National Honors Society.

Dave Hammond conducted harassment and the dollar bills were flying.   
We were quizzed on historic Rotary International names, some U.S. Vice 
Presidential names as well as the most common surnames in the country.  
Good fun for a good cause.

THE MEETING

ORGANIZATION DONATION  
DESIGNATIONS

ADDRESS MEMBER 
CONTACT

EMAIL

Upper Arlington Rotary 
Club

Club dues P.O. Box 12013
Columbus, OH 43212

Peggy Concilla concillapl@gmail.com

Upper Arlington Rotary 
Foundation

Annual $365 and some other 
club funding requests

1704 Sundridge Dr.
Columbus, OH 43221

Andy Livingston andy.w.livingston@gmail.
com

Rotary International 
Foundation

$125 Club, Paul Harris and 
Polio Plus

2902 Halstead Rd.
Columbus, OH 43221

Milt Lustnauer milt@miltsellshomes.com

SORTING OUT WHERE TO CONTRIBUTE
Where do your contributions go? There are three main organizations where we as Upper Arlington  
Rotarians direct our Rotary giving.  Sometimes it can be confusing, so here is something to hopefully 
help keep things straight.

John Ness distributed sign-up sheets to raise funds for a new (used) box 
truck for the ongoing Bed Brigade program.  The truck, to be used to deliver 
beds and to transport mattresses, will be acquired by the end of March.   
Total cost for a truck is about $20,000.  Funds raised from individual club 
members will help offset a $5,000 commitment from the UA Rotary  
Foundation.  Individual contributions will be billed to your Rotary account.  
Alternatively, a check written to the UA Rotary Foundation and sent to  
Andy Livingston will work.

Speaking of Bed Brigade, Chip Knoop asked for three volunteers to join  
Interact Club members to deliver beds on Saturday, February 21.   
He also asked if anyone had access to a truck for the occasion.

NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS


