
noted that it’s important to be able to measure 
how veterans are connected to benefits, education 
and employment, and how veterans are served 
in the Ohio Veterans Homes in Sandusky and 
Georgetown.

Gen. Harris described the importance of un-
derstanding how the experiences of today’s new 
veterans are different from the experiences of past 
veterans.   They have needed to operate in smaller, 
more agile units, with decision-making pushed 
down as far as possible, given the implications 
of new technology that cause developments on a 
battlefield to move much more quickly than in the 
past.   This means that new veterans have been 
living in a state of constant change, making them 
good potential employees, used to adapting to new 
situations.

Gen. Harris emphasized how important it is to 
empower veterans to develop the right skill sets to 
connect them with the jobs that employers in Ohio 
are offering, giving as an example the new defense 
plant that Anduril is constructing in Pickaway 
County. 
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Students from the UA High School Musical “The 
Addams Family” performed a few numbers from the 
show.   Performances will be at 7:00 p.m. on Febru-
ary 19-21 and on Sunday February 22 at 2:00 p.m.   
Tickets are available at uavocalmusic.org.

Don Ross introduced the speaker, Major  
General John Harris (Retired), the Director of 
the Ohio Department of Veterans Services. 

Gen. Harris was appointed to this position by  
Governor Mike DeWine and assumed his new lead-
ership duties on June 1, 2025.   Gen. Harris brings 
44 years of distinguished military service to this 
vital statewide role, where he now leads efforts to 
support Ohio’s nearly 700,000 veterans and their 
families.

He previously served as the Ohio Adjutant General 
from 2019 to 2025, commanding the state’s Army 
and Air National Guard, Military Reserve, and Na-
val Militia – a force of nearly 17,000 personnel.  He 
is a veteran of both domestic missions and overseas 
deployments – including leading Task Force Lancer 
in Kosovo.

Gen. Harris described how he was asked by Gov. 
DeWine to make Ohio the best state for those serv-
ing currently in the military and for veterans.   He 
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Please submit your social event 
reminder to herb@herbgillen.com for 
inclusion in the Rotaryview Newsletter.
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Submit your volunteer opportunity  
to herb@herbgillen.com for inclusion  
in the Rotaryview Newsletter.

OUR NEXT MEETING

FEBRUARY 17TH 
Scioto Country Club/Zoom

ROTARYVIEW PG 2

February 17 
Bob Nolan 
John Wiseman

February 24 
Roger (Rod) Essig 
Rich Irelan

March 3 
Steve Turnbull 
Jim Henson

February 17 
Jim Nicklaus                                                                       
John Cleland  	

February 24 
Don Leach                                                                                        
Brian Bainbridge  	

March 3 
J.D. Dickerson                                                                                        
Mike Brady                                                            	
               		                        	
                 	                                            

February 17 - Scioto CC/Zoom 
Dr. David Paitson – CEO 
Columbus Fury Women’s  
Professional Volleyball 
Host: Herb Gillen

February 24 - Scioto CC/Zoom 
Shawn Henry, Executive  
Director of OCALI – “Making 
Life Experiences Better for 
People with Autism and Other 
Developmental Disabilities” 
Host: John Krauss

March 3 - Scioto CC/Zoom 
Dr. Ali Carine (Pediatrician) – 
The New CDC Guidance on  
Child Vaccines 
Host: John Krauss

John Krauss opened the meeting, which was held at Scioto Country Club 
and on Zoom.          

Tom David provided the invocation and led the pledge of allegiance. 

Maria Lowery, Mark Blazer, Glenn Harper and Rhett Ricart were 
guests of Don Ross.

Heidi Munc was a guest of Don Leach.

Andy Ferris was a guest of Mike Zieg.

Doug Trotter was a visiting Rotarian.

THE MEETING

ORGANIZATION DONATION  
DESIGNATIONS

ADDRESS MEMBER 
CONTACT

EMAIL

Upper Arlington Rotary 
Club

Club dues P.O. Box 12013
Columbus, OH 43212

Peggy Concilla concillapl@gmail.com

Upper Arlington Rotary 
Foundation

Annual $365 and some other 
club funding requests

1704 Sundridge Dr.
Columbus, OH 43221

Andy Livingston andy.w.livingston@gmail.
com

Rotary International 
Foundation

$125 Club, Paul Harris and 
Polio Plus

2902 Halstead Rd.
Columbus, OH 43221

Milt Lustnauer milt@miltsellshomes.com

SORTING OUT WHERE TO CONTRIBUTE
Where do your contributions go? There are three main organizations where we as Upper Arlington  
Rotarians direct our Rotary giving.  Sometimes it can be confusing, so here is something to hopefully 
help keep things straight.

John Huneck asked for additional volunteers for the service project at  
Ronald McDonald House that was happening the following day.

John Ness described the effort to raise money to provide a truck for the Bed 
Brigade to replace its existing and deficient truck, and he asked for members 
to consider making personal contributions to the UA Rotary Foundation to 
assist with this effort; contact John if you’d like to provide this support.  

Alan Yarletts thanked members who participated in the prior Saturday’s 
Bed Brigade build, and noted that there was good participation by Interactors 
as well.

Mike Zieg provided a reminder of the annual fundraiser on May 12, and 
asked for other members to be involved. 

Doug Godard introduced new member Zach Lee,  
and Leonard Quick introduced new member Bob Chambers.

John Krauss described two grant requests from the Community Service 
Committee that were recently approved by the Club Board: one grant to assist 
with the purchase of the truck for the Bed Brigade, and one in the amount of 
$5,000 to assist with the Hope Garden Project, an open space at the UA High 
School for use by those experiencing loss and grief.

John also noted that the resignations of Melody Brady and Sue Coady 
were accepted.

NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS


