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UNITE FOR GOOD DECEMBER 23, 2025

UPPER ARLINGTON ROTARY CLUB
District 6690, Columbus Ohio, USA
Club 3694, Chartered 1972

JOHN KRAUSS

2025 ROTARY INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION

The convention featured multiple sessions
designed to enhance Rotary and Rotary clubs
throughout the world. Three sessions cited by
John covered Club Growth, Fraud Awareness and
Prevention and Rotary Community Impact. He
also noted that Steve Heiser was a breakout ses-
sion leader during the convention.

All things Rotary were available to delegates at the
Convention’s House of Friendship. Virtually all

of RI’s programs and programs from around the
Rotary universe were represented and served as
learning opportunities. John was happy to see a
good amount of youth-oriented programming and
focus.

Finally, John thanked UA Rotary for the
opportunity to attend.

After the presentation each table was challenged
to discuss the “why” of Rotary — what drew them
to Rotary. Each table reported the results of their
discussion — with the importance of service being
the overwhelmingly cited reason for membership.
Fellowship was the secondary benefit mentioned
frequently. Based on what was discussed, we were
individually challenged to reflect on what drew us
to Rotary and use that information to encourage a
prospective member to join the club. Membership
will be a priority in 2026.

President John Krauss shared his comments

and thoughts about the 2025 Rotary International
Convention in Calgary. Total attendance from
around the world was 17,000. Calgary is a city about
1.5 times the size of Columbus and, despite its ties

to rodeo, it has all the features and amenities of any
large city.

Calgary is, indeed, a “rodeo city” — the host of the
annual Calgary Stampede. Several convention
events were help at Calgary’s famous Saddle Dome
arena. John commented that being in a rodeo city
was especially appropriate since he and his wife got
engaged at a rodeo.

CLICK HERE to view this meeting and

all previously recorded Rotary meetings

Attendees had opportunities to visit and see a
variety of events and attractions during their time
in Calgary. John cited the Calgary Tower (600+ feet
tall with a glass-floored viewing platform), the im-
pressive Chinatown Museum, the Peace Bridge and
the ever-present pancake breakfasts which come
along with a trip to most rodeos venues.
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www.uarotary.org/zoom-meeting-recordings

GREETERS

December 30
N/A

January 6
N/A

January 13
N/A

REGISTRATION DESK

December 30
N/A

January 6
Don Leach
Brian Bainbridge

January 13
J.D. Dickerson
Mike Brady

CALENDAR

December 30
No Lunch Meeting
Happy New Year!

January 6 - Scioto CC/Zoom
Dr. Gleb Tsipursky

“Building vs. Buying AI Agents:
A Simple Playbook for Service
Club Members”

Host: Herb Gillen

January 13 - Scioto CC/Zoom
Ukeme Awakessien Jeter (UA
Mayor) and Steve Schoeny (UA
City Manager) — The State of
the City with “no holds barred”

THE MEETING

We met today at the Bob Crane Community Center. President John Krauss called
the meeting to order and asked Steve Rish to offer the invocation and lead us in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

There were no visiting Rotarians or guests at today’s meeting.

John announced that there will be no club meeting on Tuesday, December 30.
Our next meeting is January 6.

John also reported that we had received a thank you note from Ty Higgins who spoke
about Ohio Agriculture at the December 2 meeting.

NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Chip Knoop thanked Rotarians who helped with the Santa’s Silent Helper project.
The project is funded with help from a $6,000 grant from UA Rotary.

Chip also thanked those who helped with a Bed Brigade delivery on December 20.

There is a Community Service Committee meeting on Monday, January 5.
We have 2 funding requests to consider. All members are welcome to participate.

Alan Thompson manages the roster of folks who offer the invocation and lead the
Pledge. If you would like to help let him know. If you are on the list and would like
to be removed let him know. If you are currently on the list expect an update re. the
schedule and assignments.

SORTING OUT WHERE TO CONTRIBUTE

Where do your contributions go? There are three main organizations where we as Upper Arlington
Rotarians direct our Rotary giving. Sometimes it can be confusing, so here is something to hopefully
help keep things straight.

e e ORGANIZATION | DONATION ADDRESS MEMBER EMAIL
Host: John Krauss

Upper Arlington Rotary | Club dues P.0. Box 12013 Peggy Concilla concillapl@gmail.com
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES copr A Y Colmbus otazny | Y P
Submit your vo}unteer OPPO{'tllnitY Upper Arlington Rotary | Annual $365 and some other | 1704 Sundridge Dr. Andy Livingston | andy.w.livingston@gmail.
to herb@herbgillen.com for inclusion Foundation club funding requests Columbus, OH 43221 com
in the Rotaryview Newsletter.

Rotary International $125 Club, Paul Harris and | 2902 Halstead Rd. Milt Lustnauer milt@miltsellshomes.com

Foundation Polio Plus Columbus, OH 43221

SOCIAL EVENTS

Please submit your social event
reminder to herb@herbgillen.com for
inclusion in the Rotaryview Newsletter.

OUR NEXT MEETING

JANUARY 6TH
Scioto Country Club/Zoom
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