
Water Quality and Farmland Preservation

Pointed out Ohio positives starting with efforts to 
improve water quality in Ohio, including invest-
ments by the Ohio Department of Agriculture in 
the Great Lakes and the Ohio River.

Highlighted the importance of farmland preserva-
tion and the efforts to keep farmland in the family, 
sharing personal anecdotes about the impact of 
development on farmland and the need for pres-
ervation.

Mental Health in Agriculture

Raised the mental health challenges faced by 
farmers and the higher suicide rate in the agricul-
ture industry.

Highlighted statistics on the stressors faced by 
farmers and the lack of time and understanding 
from mental health professionals.

Explained the efforts to train mental health 
professionals about agriculture and the resources 
available for farmers.

Economic and Technological Advances in Agricul-
ture

Highlighted the technological advances in agri-
culture and the opportunities for young people in 
the industry citing examples of how technology is 
improving crop yields and the resilience of mod-
ern agriculture.

Emphasizes the importance of adapting to new 
technologies to support the future of agriculture.
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Agriculture and Community Support

Introduction of Ty Higgins GM Ohio AgNet and his 
journey

Ty shares a personal story about mowing "Script 
Ohio" in his neighbor's yard and the viral video that 
followed, which led to an appearance on ESPN.

Challenges in Agriculture and Farm Bill

Discussed the challenges faced by farmers, includ-
ing declining farm income and rising input costs 
and the importance of the Farm Bill and its impact 
on risk management, crop insurance, and the Sup-
plemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). 
Shared statistics on the economic impact of agricul-
ture in Ohio and the United States. Highlighted the 
need for a new Farm Bill to address current chal-
lenges and changes in the agricultural landscape.

Trade and Policy Impact on Farmers

Gave perspective on the impact of trade policies 
on farmers, including the USMCA and potential 
trade deals with China and the European Union. 
Referenced the challenges faced by farmers due 
to trade disruptions and the need for robust trade 
agreements citing examples of farmers pushing back 
against policies that could negatively impact their 
livelihoods. Ty equally emphasized  the importance 
of maintaining strong trade relationships to support 
farmers and their families.

CLICK HERE to view this meeting and  
all previously recorded Rotary meetings

TY HIGGINS 
GM - OHIO AGNET

www.uarotary.org/zoom-meeting-recordings


SOCIAL EVENTS

Please submit your social event 
reminder to herb@herbgillen.com for 
inclusion in the Rotaryview Newsletter.

GREETERS

REGISTRATION DESK

CALENDAR

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Submit your volunteer opportunity  
to herb@herbgillen.com for inclusion  
in the Rotaryview Newsletter.

OUR NEXT MEETING

DECEMBER 9TH 
Scioto Country Club / Zoom

ROTARYVIEW PG 2

December 9 
Susan (Sue) Coady 
Alan Thompson

December 16 
Andy Geistfeld 
Jessica Grisez

December 23 
N/A

December 9 
Jim Winfree                                                                                                                                           
Dave Shelby         

December 16 
N/A         

December 23 
Jim Nicklaus                                                                                                                                          
John Cleland             	               		
                      	                  	                                            

December 9 - Scioto CC/Zoom 
Danger on the UA Streets: Are 
eBikes and Scooters Making UA 
Unsafe and How is That Being 
Addressed by the City of UA? 
Host: Alan Thompson

December 16 - Scioto CC 
No Lunch Meeting 
UA Rotary Christmas Party 
6:00pm
December 23 -  Bob Crane  
Community Center/Zoom 
Annual Meeting, President’s 
Report on 2025 Calgary RI  
Convention 
Host: John Krauss

President John Krauss opened the meeting, followed by Alan Thompson 
invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance.

Guests were introduced: Zach Lee, guest of Doug Goddard.

THE MEETING

ORGANIZATION DONATION  
DESIGNATIONS

ADDRESS MEMBER 
CONTACT

EMAIL

Upper Arlington Rotary 
Club

Club dues P.O. Box 12013
Columbus, OH 43212

Peggy Concilla concillapl@gmail.com

Upper Arlington Rotary 
Foundation

Annual $365 and some other 
club funding requests

1704 Sundridge Dr.
Columbus, OH 43221

Andy Livingston andy.w.livingston@gmail.
com

Rotary International 
Foundation

$125 Club, Paul Harris and 
Polio Plus

2902 Halstead Rd.
Columbus, OH 43221

Milt Lustnauer milt@miltsellshomes.com

SORTING OUT WHERE TO CONTRIBUTE
Where do your contributions go? There are three main organizations where we as Upper Arlington  
Rotarians direct our Rotary giving.  Sometimes it can be confusing, so here is something to hopefully 
help keep things straight.

Volunteers needed for 50/50 Raffle at 12/4 CBJ Game, Contact John Krauss
Volunteers needed for Secret Santa Toy packing 12/13  and delivery  
12/20, Contact Brian Hall. Both volunteer opportunities start at  
9:00AM at 1634 Westbelt Dr.

Volunteers needed for Bed Brigade needed. 12/13 building and 12/20  
deliveries. Contact Chip Knoop. Both activities originate from Mill Run  
UA Lutheran Church.

Holiday Party Reminder: 12/16 from 6PM - 8PM @ Scioto CC Please RSVP

Roundtable discussion December 9 featuring a world-famous basketball 
player providing an update on the 2025-26 OSU Basketball Team prospects.

NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS


