
The FRA makes decisions based on things like im-
provement to existing networks, sponsor commit-
ment, and partner support.  Step one of the CID 
involves a federal contribution of $500,000 with 
no local match.  Step one also outlines the process 
and produces an estimate for step 2 completion.

Step two is referred to as the Service Design Plan.  
The federal government provides 90% with a local 
10% match.  Most operational decisions are made 
during step 2.

Step three is the Engineering Plan where the  
federal government contribution is 80% and 
the local match is 20%. During this phase the 
engineering and environmental analysis are 
performed including an estimate of capital and 
operational expenses.

The Corridor ID program has identified four 
different options for passenger rail service in 
Ohio, two of which would include Columbus.  
The 3C and a D route would connect Cleveland, 
Columbus, Dayton and Cincinnati.  The plan is 
sponsored by the State of Ohio via the Ohio Rail 
Development Commission.

The Midwest Connect route would connect Pitts-
burgh and Chicago with major stops in Columbus, 
Lima and Ft. Wayne.  The plan is sponsored by the 
City of Ft Wayne and Mid-Ohio Regional Planning 
Commission.

There is also a method to propose longer distance 
(more than 750 miles) routes called the FRA Long 
Distance Study.  These can take 10 – 15+ years 
from plan to operations.

John received a lot of questions from the audience.  
Here are some of them?
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Herb Gillen introduced today’s speaker John 
Esterly, the Executive Director of All Aboard Ohio. 
All Aboard Ohio is a leading non-profit advocacy or-
ganization dedicated to promoting improved public 
transportation and passenger rail service through-
out the state. Founded in 1973 and incorporated as a 
registered 501c-3 in 1987, All Aboard Ohio has spent 
more than 50 years advocating, educating, and 
working towards their goal of a connected Midwest. 
John has been a member of the All Aboard Ohio 
Board of Directors since November 2023.

John informed us that the current state of passenger 
rail service is that there are three different Amtrak 
routes in Ohio, none in Columbus or even close to 
it.  Those routes are the Lake Shore Limited that 
cuts across the far northern part of the state linking 
New York/Boston with Chicago, the Floridian, which 
also cuts across the Northern and Northeastern 
parts of Ohio connecting Chicago to Florida, and the 
Cardinal Service, which runs along part of the Ohio 
River and cuts through a brief part of Southwestern 
Ohio connecting New York with Chicago by way of 
Appalachia.

The way to create passenger rail systems in Ohio will 
be through the Corridor ID Program (CID), which 
is a federal program created in 2021 that creates 
a three-step approach to evaluate state sponsored 
short distance passenger rail routes of less than 750 
miles.  The CID program calls for short term imple-
mentation of five plus years from plan to operations.

The CID program allows local sponsors to submit 
proposals to the Federal Railroad Administration.  

CLICK HERE to view this meeting and  
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SOCIAL EVENTS

Please submit your social event 
reminder to herb@herbgillen.com for 
inclusion in the Rotaryview Newsletter.
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Submit your volunteer opportunity  
to herb@herbgillen.com for inclusion  
in the Rotaryview Newsletter.

OUR NEXT MEETING

NOVEMBER 11TH 
Scioto Country Club / Zoom
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November 11 
Bill Hosket 
Mike Turnbull

November 18 
Jim Manning 
Devon Henry

November 25 
Rich Irelan 
Roger (Rod) Essig

November 11 
J.D. Dickerson                                                                                                                                        
Mike Brady          

November 18 
Kevin Brown                                                                                                                                            
Janine Hummer         

November 25 
Ted Foster                                                                                                                                            
Brendan King              	                	
	                       	
                 	                                            

November 11 - Scioto CC/Zoom 
Shawn Henry, Executive  
Director of Ocali “Making Life 
Experiences Better for People 
with Autism and other  
Developmental Disabilities” 
Host: John Krauss

November 18 - Scioto CC/Zoom 
Mandi Custer, Director –  
Beyond Scatter: ADHD  
Understanding and Thriving 
Host: Herb Gillen

November 25 - Scioto CC/Zoom 
Joe Valentino –  
“A Thanksgiving Message” 
Host: Herb Gillen

President John Krauss called the meeting to order and asked Herb Gillen 
to offer the invocation and Pledge of Allegiance.  Herb mentioned that it was 
Election Day and recognized Kip Greenhill and Lou Sauter for being  
willing to serve and thanked all members who have served.

Don Leach welcomed Eric Smith, visiting from Hilton Head Island,  
back to the club.  Former club member Mike Drennen also visited us  
from California.  

THE MEETING

Q: How fast will the trains travel?

A: Initially they will be 79 mph, which is what 
Amtrak travels.  Other Corridor routes like this 
that have started at 79 mph increase over time to 
91 mph, and then to 110 mph.

Q: Will there be nonstops or lots of stops?

A: John believes there will be some nonstop routes 
among big cities, but also some with stops in 
smaller towns

Q: What is the marketing plan, what is the prob-
lem that this will solve, who is the customer?

A: There are a variety of people that this will 
appeal to.  Up to 20% of residents in urban areas 
don’t own their own vehicle.  People with mobility 
issues may also choose train travel over other.

Q: What is the average passenger fee?

A: Currently, the Amtrak fee for the Toledo to 
Cleveland service is $16.  John believes the fee to 
travel from Columbus to Cleveland will be compa-
rable to what a tank of gas costs to drive the same 
distance.  He said that the cost for train travel 
is ¼ the cost of traveling in a vehicle the same 
distance.

Q: Will new rails need to be laid, and new land 
claimed?

A: All proposed routes will use the same right of 
way so there should not be land taken.  Most of the 
freight rails can be reused for passenger trains.

Q: Where will the Columbus stop be?

A: When the Columbus Convention Center was built 
an empty space was left underneath it a future pas-
senger train station.

Q: What barriers are there to getting passenger rail?

A: Political will and changes at the Statehouse.   Tax 
revenues are going down and it is harder to compete 
for those dollars than before.

Q: Can freight and passenger travel coexist?

A: Over the past few years, freight travel is running 
under capacity and there should be available capac-
ity to be filled by passenger rail.

Q: What is a reasonable timeline?

A: John is optimistic and his most optimistic is that 
the Columbus to Cleveland portion will open by 
2030-31.

Tom Davis reminded us of the upcoming Salvation Army Bell Ringing in 
December.  Tom has just two remaining spots to fill, both on Saturday,  
December, 6th.  Contact Tom if you are able to work an hour shift at the 
Kroger Chambers Rd.  

Jack Cotter announced that we will have a Rotary Roundtable on  
Tuesday, November 11th 11:00 – Noon with Sarah Douglas, Senior Lecturer 
at The Ohio State University, who will update us on the war in Ukraine.

President Krauss noted that District 6690 will be participating in a Wel-
come Reception for Honor Flight at John Glenn International Airport this 
Thursday, November 6th at 8;45 PM.  John requested anyone who could make 
it to come and spread patriotic cheer to our returning Veterans.

President Krauss also informed us that we would return from today’s 
meeting with an email in our inbox discussing our UA Rotary Foundation 365 
donation.  All members are requested to donate $1 a day ($365 annual) to  
support our club’s Foundation.  These are the funds that support our club’s 
service activities for the next year.  

John also reminded us that we have several members that are on a service trip 
to Guatemala right now.  Finally, he reminded us that December 16th will be 
our Holiday Party.

NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS


