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Joe Valentino shared a Thanksgiving message
focused on the idea that “Thanksgiving is a Choice”.
Through a series of personal family experiences
which ranged from challenging to tragic Joe em-
phasized that being thankful and appreciative are
choices to be made despite the immediate circum-
stance.

A day of national thanks to God was first suggested
by George Washington in 1789. While not a national
holiday the idea was taken up by different states

at different dates. Momentum to create a national
holiday began to build during Lincoln’s presidency -
spurred on by a letter writing effort by Sarah Hale,
author of Mary Had a Little Lamb. President Lin-
coln ultimately set the last Thursday in November as
the national holiday — calling for a day of prayer and
gratitude.

Joe wove in his family experiences and focused on
the commonly asked question — Why would God
allow this to happen? Despite the immediate situ-
ation Joe suggested that there are, indeed, things

to be thankful for. We always have the opportunity
to choose to be thankful even in the most difficult
circumstances. He suggested that you find what you
are looking for. You may seek hate or revenge which
is what you will find. Alternatively, seeking love and
forgiveness will lead you to an attitude of gratitude
and appreciation. The choice is yours.
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GREETERS

Fo— THE MEETING

Robert Hunt
Chris Copeland

John Krauss called the meeting to order. We met at The Boathouse at
Confluence Park today. There were no visiting Rotarians or guests today.
December 9
Susan (Sue) Coady
Alan Thompson

John encouraged everyone to make their annual $365 contribution to the
UA Rotary Foundation — a dollar per day.

D . Efforts continue to secure a box truck for use in the Bed Brigade project.
ecember 16

Andy Geistfeld
Jessica Grisez

REGISTRATION DESK

The club’s holiday party is scheduled for December 16 at Scioto Country Club.
There is no lunch meeting on that date. Everyone was encouraged to reply
whether you can attend or not. We need an accurate count.

We are looking for Rotarians to volunteer to help Bailey’s Clubhouse at the
December 2 Columbus Blue Jackets game on December 4. Volunteers will sell raffle tickets

Rick Barth during the game. Contact John Krauss if you can help out.
Tom Westfall

IF you might be interested in a club leadership position contact John or
another Board member. We are always interested in developing a pool of
future leaders.

December 9
Jim Winfree
Dave Shelby
Bill Hosket conducted harassment with a focus on Thanksgiving.

Dece 6 . . . .
CEamBEr o The crowd pretty much dominated this round with correct replies to many

Jim Nicklaus

John Cleland | | of the questions posed. We learned that Thanksgiving was made a national
holiday by Abraham Lincoln in 1863. Venison was the meat of choice at the
CALENDAR first Thanksgiving. The first President to pardon a turkey was George H.W.

Bush in 1989. Minnesota raises the most turkeys in the United States. The

el LT SRl e oldest Thanksgiving parade in the country is in Philadelphia.

Ty Higgins, Incoming
General Manager —
AgNet Communications
Host: John Krauss

Soeaeesooms NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Danger on the UA Streets: Are

eBikge andlSEastens Maling WA Milt Lustnauer promoted the OSU/Michigan football pool to benefit the
Unsafe and How is That Being Rotary Polio Plus campaign. The cost is $10 per square which can be billed to
Addressed by the City of UA? your club account. Sign-up sheets were on the table.

Host: Alan Thompson

Jessica Grisez announced the formation of the next Leadership UA class.
The deadline to apply is December 5. The commitment involves meeting
every other week for a period of six month.

December 16 - Scioto CC

No Lunch Meeting
UA Rotary Christmas Party
6:00pm

Jack Cotter reminded us of the next Rotary Roundtable on Tuesday,
December 9. Bill Hosket will share his insights about the '25-'26
OSU basketball season. The Roundtable kicks off at 11:00 AM at Scioto
Country Club.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Submit your volunteer opportunity

Fo herb (2}‘herbgillen.com for inclusion P AY M E NTS N OT R E c E IV E D

in the Rotaryview Newsletter.

Allen, Luke Essey, Norman Kirby, Matthew Taggart, Robert
Aschinger, Connie Greenlee, William Roe, Dan Tremble
SOCIAL EVENTS Bowen, Richard Hare, Matthew Shelby, David Whipps, Rudy
Croskey, Anne Harer, Wayne Starr, Terry
Please submit your social event Cummins, Linda Henry, Devon

reminder to herb@herbgillen.com for
inclusion in the Rotaryview Newsletter.

OUR NEXT MEETING

DECEMBER 2ND
Scioto Country Club / Zoom
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