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ROTARYVIEW

UNITE FOR GOOD

OcTOBER 7, 2025

UPPER ARLINGTON ROTARY CLUB
District 6690, Columbus Ohio, USA
Club 3694, Chartered 1972

Our speaker today was District 6690 Governor
Sandra Knoesel from the Columbus club.
Sandra’s tour of the District is underway. She also
is trying to personally engage in individual club
projects when possible.

She noted that Rotary International has established
three priorities for the current Rotary year. They
are: Membership, Polio Plus and Peace Through
Service.

Membership in North America has been dropping.
One trend contributing to this drop is that 50% of
new members leave within two years. A sense of
being disconnected or not being engaged is a factor.
Moves are underway to address the issue. A new
app, Member MinderPro, is now in place. It has
been developed to make it easy for Rotary members
at all clubs to communicate, become engaged and
track their Rotary experience. Additionally, a new
American Membership Committee has been estab-
lished to focus on the issue. In District 6690 there
was a net loss of 68 members in the ’24-'25 Rotary
year. This year the District is +8 year-to-date.

SANDRA KNOESEL

DISTRICT 6690 GOVERNOR

The Polio Plus program is continuing to work to
eradicate the disease. There have been 33 cases so
far this year with Pakistan and Afghanistan being
areas of ongoing focus. In response to a question,
Sanda noted that the occurrence of cases in the
United States have not gone unnoticed by cam-
paign officials.

Peace Through Service is an over-arching theme
which runs throughout Rotary International.

Within District 6690 Sandra focused on the
upcoming District 6690 Fall Assembly which will
occur on Saturday, October 18 at The Lodge at
Hocking College in Nelsonville. She distributed
program details and registration information.
Sandra, with help from Assistant District Gov-
ernor Pat Knott, highlighted the new Member
MinderPro app which will be detailed at the Fall
Assembly. The program also includes a tribute to
our Veterans and the Honor Flight experience.

You might be wondering “Where can I get a rick-
shaw ride?” The answer is, of course, the District
Fall Assembly in Nelsonville. Ralph Zuke, District
6060 Governor (St. Louis) will be at the Assembly
with his rickshaw and tales of his experiences on
his Polio Plus fundraising trips through Rotary
territory.

Finally, Sandra reminded us of the District Con-
ference scheduled for April 24 and 25 at the Hilton
Polaris.
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GREETERS

October 14
Tom McClain
Jim Henson

October 21

Jim Manning
Jessica Grisez

October 28
Michael Zieg
Leonard Quick

REGISTRATION DESK

October 14
Rick Barth
Tom Westfall

October 21
Jim Winfree
Dave Shelby

October 28
Jim Nicklaus
John Cleland

CALENDAR

October 14 - Scioto CC/Zoom
Upper Arlington School Board
Candidate Forum

October 21 - Scioto CC/Zoom
Karen Washbush — American
Red Cross Executive Director
of Columbus Red Cross —
“Disaster Relief”

Host: Dave Hammond

October 28 - Scioto CC/Zoom
Jason Clayton, Director of
Advancement at Pilot Dogs
Host: Tracy Kirby

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Submit your volunteer opportunity

to herb@herbgillen.com for inclusion
in the Rotaryview Newsletter.

SOCIAL EVENTS

Please submit your social event
reminder to herb@herbgillen.com for
inclusion in the Rotaryview Newsletter.

OUR NEXT MEETING

OCTOBER 14TH
Scioto Country Club / Zoom

UpperArlington
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THE MEETING

Allegiance.

The club’s Board will meet on Monday, October 13.

We met at The Boathouse at Confluence Park today. President John Krauss
asked Dave Dewey to offer the invocation and lead us in the Pledge of

John introduced visiting Rotarian and Assistant District Governor
Pat Knott from the Westerville Sunrise club.

NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Jack Cotter reminded us of the upcoming Rotary Roundtable on October 21.

Kelly Marlow will discuss Generative Artificial Intelligence.

Doug Godard distributed sign-up sheets with information about
Operation Warm — our annual project to provide new winter coats to every
student at West Broad Elementary School. The cost to provide a coat to a
student is $25.00. Coat distribution day will be November 6.

Alan Thompson announced National Fire Prevention Week and
distributed flyers which focus on the proper handling and disposal
of lithium-ion batteries.

Tom Davis happily announced the arrival of his newest granddaughter,

Angela Lanctot promoted the UA Trunk or Treat program and asked for
contributions of Halloween candy or other handouts. Bring your contribution
to the cause to club meetings on 10/14 or 21.

Flyers promoting the Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) were
distributed. The leadership program is for District 6690 high school students.
Next year’s program occurs July 16-18 at Ohio University in Athens.

SORTING OUT WHERE TO CONTRIBUTE

Where do your contributions go? There are three main organizations where we as Upper Arlington
Rotarians direct our Rotary giving. Sometimes it can be confusing, so here is something to hopefully
help keep things straight.

ORGANIZATION DONATION ADDRESS MEMBER EMAIL
DESIGNATIONS CONTACT
Upper Arlington Rotary | Club dues P.0. Box 12013 Peggy Concilla concillapl@gmail.com

Club

Columbus, OH 43212

Upper Arlington Rotary
Foundation

Annual $365 and some other
club funding requests

1704 Sundridge Dr.
Columbus, OH 43221

Andy Livingston

andy.w.livingston@gmail.
com

Rotary International
Foundation

$125 Club, Paul Harris and
Polio Plus

2902 Halstead Rd.
Columbus, OH 43221

Milt Lustnauer

milt@miltsellshomes.com
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