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Our program was a visit from Pilot Dogs of
Columbus. We heard from CEO Jim Alloway and
Director of Advancement Jason Clayton — but the
stars of the show were the pilot dogs themselves who
joined the meeting. Pups in various ages and stages
of training were with us before, during and after the
meeting — with four-month-old “Yukon” stealing the
show at the podium with Jim.

Pilot Dogs just completed a $15 million fundraiser
to help with expansion and facilities improvement.
The organization is completely funded by private do-
nations. There is no government funding involved.

Pilot dog training begins at about five weeks. The
training process can last up to 22 months. The dogs
selected for training and possible service as a pilot
dog come from carefully monitored and managed
breeding lines. Pilot Dogs works with an internally
managed network of breeders. The goal is to have a
pool of elite puppies which possess desirable charac-
teristics. Labs are the preferred breed and are used
almost exclusively at Pilot Dogs. The total cost to
train and place a pilot dog is about $60,000.

Pilot Dogs follows training guidelines established

by the International Guide Dog Federation. Those
guidelines do not allow training methods such as the
use of electric collars, harsh language, etc. At the
outset, food-based training is used.

JIM ALLOWAY & JASON CLAYTON

PILOT DOGS OF COLUMBUS

Dogs which do not end up having the necessary
traits to serve as pilot dogs are often retrained as
therapy dogs, bomb/drug sniffing dogs or other
such service dogs. One important alternative
“career” for these dogs is service as a PTSD dog —
a growing area of need.

Training for the selected people (“students”) usu-
ally takes about three weeks in residence at Pilot
Dogs for students who have never had a pilot dog
before. Students are provided information and
guidance materials in advance. Beyond that, on-
going support is available to students if problems
or issues arise following graduation from the
program.

Are robots a potential competitor to Pilot Dogs?
Jim believes that the close relationship between
the client and the dog are decisive factors that rule
against the notion of robots effectively replacing
live animals.

The bottom line... since about half of the dogs that
enter the program do not end up qualifying, there
is an overall shortage of dogs to meet the need/
demand.
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GREETERS

November 4
Chris Copeland
Matt Kirby

November 11
Bill Hosket
Mike Turnbull

November 18
Jim Manning
Devon Henry

REGISTRATION DESK

November 4
Don Leach
Brian Bainbridge

November 11
J.D. Dickerson
Mike Brady

November 18
Kevin Brown
Janine Hummer

CALENDAR

November 4 - Scioto CC/Zoom
John Esterly — Executive
Director — All Aboard Ohio,
“Bringing Passenger Train
Service Back to Columbus”
Host: Herb Gillen

November 11 - Scioto CC/Zoom
Shawn Henry, Executive
Director of Ocali “Making Life
Experiences Better for People
with Autism and other
Developmental Disabilities”
Host: John Krauss

November 18 - Scioto CC/Zoom
Mandi Custer, Director —
Beyond Scatter: ADHD
Understanding and Thriving
Host: Herb Gillen

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Submit your volunteer opportunity
to herb@herbgillen.com for inclusion
in the Rotaryview Newsletter.

SOCIAL EVENTS

Please submit your social event
reminder to herb@herbgillen.com for
inclusion in the Rotaryview Newsletter.

OUR NEXT MEETING

NOVEMBER 4TH
Scioto Country Club / Zoom

UpperArlington

Rotary
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THE MEETING

President John Krauss called the meeting to order and asked

Dave Hammond to offer the invocation and Pledge of Allegiance.

Dave, having noticed the presence of red badge member Joanne Strasser,
invited her to step in. She accepted the invitation and handled it very well.

John Cleland welcomed Eric Smith, visiting from Hilton Head Island,
back to the club. Whitney Logan introduced his wife, Karen.

Tracy Kirby introduced her guests Shannon Richardson

and Katie Enciso.

We recognized Jeanine Hummer and Brian Hall for multiple Paul Harris
Fellowships.

President Krauss asked everyone to pay their club bill by November 3.
He also promoted the District Awards event at Hofbrauhaus on November 2.
The club’s holiday party will be on Tuesday, December 16.

NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

John Huneck announced that details and directions for the October 30 club
project at Ronald McDonald House will be emailed to volunteers in advance.

Tom Davis noted that there are four time slots still available for Salvation
Army bell ringing on Saturday, December 6. We ring the bell at Kroger on
Chambers Road. Signup sheets were on the tables.

Jessica Grisez thanked those who participated in the Edwards Green Apple
Fest on October 30. Edwards Green, a pocket park, was celebrating its first
birthday.

Doug Godard called for more volunteers for the West Broad elementary
coat distribution project on November 6. We are well below past participation
rates. Help is needed for both the morning and afternoon distribution
sessions. Emails have been sent to members with a QR code link to sign up.

Dave Hammond conducted harassment which revolved around efforts

to identify club members using baby pictures from their distant past. The
fundraising effort fell well short of Dave’s expectations since we nailed almost
every picture. We also challenged Dave Shelby’s interpretation of the term
“baby picture”. Dave thanked Herb Gillen for help with the production.

Mike Kull announced a Homes for Families project on Saturday,
November 8. Rotarians are needed to help stock pantry shelves.
Time commitment is from 9:00 to 11:30 AM. Let Mike know if you can help.
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