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UNITE FOR GOOD

OcTOBER 21, 2025

UPPER ARLINGTON ROTARY CLUB
District 6690, Columbus Ohio, USA
Club 3694, Chartered 1972

Dave Hammond introduced the guest speakers:
Karen Washbush, Executive Director of
Columbus American Red Cross and

Ken Robinson, Regional Disaster Officer

Karen spoke about the impact of the American Red
Cross on everyone. Every person has in some way
been affected by a service of the ARC. The mission
is to focus on helping vulnerable people with their
physical and emotional needs during disasters.
More than 90% of the work force is volunteers. And
more than 90% of the financial donations go to the
mission. The American Red Cross is the most rec-
ognizable and trusted brand in the world.

The American Red Cross:

» Gives out more than 40% of all of the blood
supply in the United States equaling over
6.3 million units of blood each year.

« Assist military heroes and their families:
they give support in many ways including bringing
our service men and women home for special
occasions like the birth of a baby, a funeral,
and urgent family situations

 Help homeless veterans with housing, food,
medical needs

« Teach first aid, CPR and lifesaving skills to people

+ Give swimming lessons and train lifeguards

KAREN WASHBUSH & KEN ROBINSON

AMERICAN RED CROSS

» Help vulnerable people with whatever their
needs are

The Columbus Area Red Cross:

 Assisted with 256 disasters, mostly house
fires in 2024.

« Held over 3500 blood drives were held,
collecting over 75,000 units of blood.

« Support many shelters throughout the city
and central Ohio area

Ken Robinson spoke about the main goal: helping
vulnerable people around the world is a gift

He shared about the ARC disaster relief program:

» 927,000 people were helped in 2024
(FY July 1 to June 30)

« 382 large scale disaster operations
« 25 major disaster operations

« Education and safety training are key
programs across the country

The largest number of disasters in America are
house fires where people lose everything. The
focus is on finding safe, affordable housing,
replacing clothing and personal items, and giving
immediate access to cash and gift cards to replace
lost items. The "Sound the Alarm" campaign
gives smoke detectors to people and helps them
to develop a plan of escape and safety. If your
smoke detector is over 10 years old, it is no good
and needs to be replaced. Education about fire
safety, installation and care of smoke detectors,
and having a plan are critical to people's safety
and survival.

CLICK HERE to view this meeting and

all previously recorded Rotary meetings

Upper Arlington

Rotary
Club

ROTARYVIEW PG 1


www.uarotary.org/zoom-meeting-recordings

GREETERS

October 28
Michael Zieg
Leonard Quick

November 4
Chris Copeland
Matt Kirby

November 11
Bill Hosket
Mike Turnbull

REGISTRATION DESK

October 28
Jim Nicklaus
John Cleland

November 4
Don Leach
Brian Bainbridge

November 11
J.D. Dickerson
Mike Brady

CALENDAR

October 28 - Scioto CC/Zoom
Jason Clayton, Director of
Advancement at Pilot Dogs

Host: Tracy Kirby

November 4 - Scioto CC/Zoom
John Esterly — Executive
Director — All Aboard Ohio,
“Bringing Passenger Train
Service Back to Columbus”
Host: Herb Gillen

November 11 - Scioto CC/Zoom
Shawn Henry, Executive
Director of Ocali “Making Life
Experiences Better for People
with Autism and other
Developmental Disabilities”
Host: John Krauss

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Submit your volunteer opportunity
to herb@herbgillen.com for inclusion
in the Rotaryview Newsletter.

SOCIAL EVENTS

Please submit your social event
reminder to herb@herbgillen.com for
inclusion in the Rotaryview Newsletter.

OUR NEXT MEETING

OCTOBER 28TH
Scioto Country Club / Zoom

UpperArlington

KAREN WASHBUSH & KEN ROBINSON

AMERICAN RED CROSS
The Columbus area Red Cross responded to 400 there for the victims. Besides helping people with
disasters affecting 1400 people in FY 2024. their physical needs, the volunteers give love and

care to vulnerable people who have experienced
disaster. Over $444 million was spent across the
country on domestic disaster services last year.

The Red Cross volunteer responders are the heart
and soul of the organization. They are truly God's
special people who have a heart to help and serve.
The main focus in any disaster is to give care and be

THE MEETING

John Krauss called the meeting to order.
Ned Clark gave the invocation and led the pledge.
Jim Winfree introduced his guest: Don Ross, long time UA resident

Visiting Rotarian: Ken Robinson

Angela Lanctot thanked Rotarians for candy donations; can drop off more
candy at her house

Tom Davis: Volunteers needed to ring the bell for Salvation Army:
December 1-6 from 5-7 PM

John Huneck: Volunteers needed for Ronald McDonald House Charities,
711 East Livingston Ave., on Oct. 30 starting at 3:30 pm for 2 hours. Sign-up
sheets were on the tables.

Doug Godard: donation of coats needed for the Operation Warm program
which provides students at West Broad Street Elementary School with winter
coats. Coat give away is Nov. 6.

Alan Yarletts shared an update on INTERACT: the program is up and
running at Jones Middle School and the high school. Hastings is working to
implement the program soon. High school students volunteered at the West
Broad Street Father and Son Open House which was attended by 250 fathers
and their sons. 23 Student volunteers gave out water to the runners of the
Columbus Marathon on Sunday. Most of them stayed all day in the cold and
rain. The Rotary recognized the volunteer efforts of our outstanding young
people.

Jack Cotter thanked Kelly Marlow who hosted the roundtable on
Generative AL. It was an outstanding presentation and the Rotarians
who attended learned a great deal about Al

Price Finley thanked Lou Sauter for the donation of 48 boxes of decorated
Purple Pinkie donuts which were purchased by UA Rotarians. The money
raised was over $1200 which was double matched for a total amount raised of
over $3700 and will go to help eradicate polio. THANK YOU LOU AND UA
ROTARIANS!

Dr. Hunt introduced the Student of the Month: Achina Becker and
welcomed her parents. Dr. Hunt applauded Achina for her very high academic
achievements and outstanding music accomplishments.

John Krauss gave a reminder about the District Awards Ceremony on
Sunday November 2; the district is seeking nominations for the 2028-2029
District Governor position

John Krauss announced the Holiday Party will be at Scioto Country Club on
Tuesday December 16
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