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Today’s program featured the two candidates for
the 24th Ohio House District which includes Upper Arlington. In Brad DeHays’ terms, in the “blue
corner” was Democrat Allison Russo and in the
“red corner” was Republican Erik Yassenoff.
Brad Frick presented the candidates and served as
moderator for the program.
Before the forum began Brad offered some interesting background information. He described the
24th District and its relatively large geographic
footprint. We saw a slide of the Franklin County
Ohio House districts. The district is one of several
in the region and is one of a number examples of
how gerrymandering impacts the electoral map.
The population of the district is about 146,000
people. Typically, districts have about 116,000
people. The 24th is, therefore, a relatively large
district. There are 99 House Districts in Ohio.
The population in the district is 5% Hispanic, 7%
African American and 88% Caucasian. Seventy
six percent of residents in the District are 18 years
or older – meaning that the 24th District is an old
District.

The candidates are vying for a two year term
which begins on January 1, 2019. There are term
limits in place in Ohio which restrict House member to four consecutive terms. The election is on
Tuesday, November 6.
The Ohio constitution mandates that a candidate
live in the District they represent. That is not an
issue in this race. Brad pointed out that the constitution also mandates that if a candidate has embezzled money or land from the government in the
past they must give it back before they are allowed
to run for office. Once the laughter died down we
were assured that this is no problem for this race.
The pay for a member of the House is $60,584.
The 24th District seat is currently held by Jim
Hughes. The District was created in 1967. Since
its inception the District seat has been held by six
Republicans and two Democrats.
Allison Russo has a Bachelor’s Degree, Masters
and PhD in Public Health from George Washington University. Here career has focused on health
policy – including healthcare financing and care
delivery -as an advisor to senior policy makers.
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She has worked with
seniors, families and
veterans in the process. She has an array
of community service
activities to her
credit including the
Women’s Leadership
Council of Central
Ohio (a United Way
entity), Leadership UA
and Upper Arlington
Rotary. Allison lives
in Upper Arlington with her husband and three
children – the youngest of whom is two years old
and runs the household.
Erik Yassenoff is an
Upper Arlington High
School graduate. He
has a BA in History
and Political Science
from George Washington University and
a Master Degree in
Public Policy Administration from
Ohio State. He has
spent two decades in
government service
including stints with Governor Bob Taft and current Governor John Kasich. His service includes
time as Deputy Director for Public Services at the
Ohio Department of Administrative Services. He
has served on the UA City Council when he was
elected in 2007 and 2011. He is Vice Chair of the
Upper Arlington Centennial Commission and is
Vice Chair of the UA Historical Society. He lives in
UA with his family.
Each candidate presented a two minute
opening statement.
Allison led off. She initially focused on her family’s decision to move to Upper Arlington when
they had an opportunity to pick an ideal location
for raising their family. Since arriving they have
become active in the community. Allison learned
the importance of facing challenges head on from
her mother. She stressed that she learned to work
to solve problems rather than just talk about them.
She noted that Ohio is not currently in a good position. She pointed to stagnating wages, decreasing
educational achievement, chronic disease issues
which raise healthcare costs and the addiction crisis. She believes that despite the presence of these
critical issues the current legislature has failed to
act. In the past year harassment scandals and corruption issues have arisen in the Ohio legislature.

She quoted the late John McCain: “We are not
getting very much done, my friends.” She believes
it is time to get people like herself into office who
have the experience and motivation to get things
done.
Erik noted his Upper Arlington roots and how
his parent taught him to be involved from a very
young age. He was an Eagle Scout and is still
involved in the Simon Kenton Council of the Boy
Scouts. He noted that his twenty year involvement in public policy has included time at the
Federal, state and local levels. His service in the
Kasich administration included work on taxation,
transportation, economic development, workers’
compensation, pensions and several other areas.
He was the policy point lead on the Ohio Turnpike
bonding package. He was policy point lead on setting up the four casinos in the state as well as the
current Rhodes Tower modernization program.
He used these items to demonstrate what he
believes he brings to the table – extensive public
policy experience. He is data driven and evidence
based. He highlighted his participation in the Kasich administration’s bi-partisan, collaborative approach to issues facing the state. He emphasized
that neither the Republicans nor the Democrats
have all the right answers to today’s issues.
We turned to questions for the candidates.
School funding in the State of Ohio: The
question revolved around the fact that school
funding in the state has been a challenge for many
years and has yet to be resolved by the legislature.
What should the legislature do – and when will
they do it?
Erik noted that there are two questions which
have yet to be answered: What is adequate funding? How do we achieve that funding? The state
currently spends about $18 billion per year on
education. He cited the fact that every district has
unique needs which impacts the level of funding
they should receive. Erik believes that we need
multiple funding sources to provide the resources
needed by the various types of school district in
the state. He does not believe that more state
funding under the current system is not sustainable in the long term and that new revenue
streams should be tapped where possible – including the possibility of new taxes. One solution might be an education trust fund – possible
funded at the outset by aggregating state utility
bills and possibly other state assets and amortizing them over a period of years. Payments would
go into the trust.
Allison emphasized that we have been unconstitutionally funding schools in Ohio for over 20 years.
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She also noted that in the past two years school
funding, when adjusted for inflation, has actually
decreased by three percent. She does not believe
that the legislature has prioritized education
funding. She disagrees with Erik about the idea
of adding additional funding options or formulas
to the current formula which is already complex.
She has heard from school district leaders in the
District that there is a need to find common agreement about what outcomes are needed. What is
adequate funding and is it being provided. Is the
funding equitable? Reliance on property taxes
is problematic. She also believes the funding
process needs to be predictable. School districts
are currently asked to project five years into the
future while the funding process only looks out
two years. She cited inequities in funding such as
the fact that UA Schools receive $600 per student
while private schools in the same community
receive $1,200 per student. Discrepancies such as
this yield the need for larger levies on local taxpayers. She called for a floor level of funding for all
schools with additional inputs for districts in lower
economic categories.
Expense control and elimination of waste
in state government: Several years ago a task
force was created to deal with expense control and
elimination of waste in state government. The
resulting report seems to have disappeared.
Erik noted that he was a Deputy Director in Administrative Services with responsibilities related
to a number of budget categories. A number
of steps were taken at the time to consolidate
services and streamline management in the spirit
of making government more efficient by reducing
overhead and costs. The procurement process has
also come under scrutiny with improvements to
be forthcoming soon. More remains to be done.
Erik noted that the government services side of
the budget is a very small portion of the total. The
biggest components are education, corrections and
Medicaid. Attention needs to be focused on these
areas if long term savings are to be realized. One
place to focus is on the education component of
Medicaid expansion. Too many people are still using hospital emergency rooms for everyday medical services. Corrections is an area that should
also be targeted for improvements.
Allison agrees that efficiencies on the administrative side need to be improved. She believes there
are lots of opportunities to reduce costs in the
three areas that Erik mentioned – Medicaid, education and corrections. She noted that the chief
driver for increases in Medicaid costs is the aging
population – not the Medicaid expansion that
Governor Kasich initiated. She stated that we are

dealing with an elder care crisis. The current system incentivizes people to incur more costly care.
For example, people are sent to expensive nursing
homes rather than allowed to access cheaper options such as in home care or transitional housing. Education funds are currently being diverted
from Ohio’s public schools into for profit charter
schools. She cited ECOT as an example of wasted
public money. Prisons are now being run by for
profit organizations that are not delivering the
desired outcomes. There are, in her assessment,
lots of opportunities to reduce costs in all three of
these areas.
Gun control: What is each candidate’s position on gun control?
Allison noted that she grew up in a hunting environment – with a deer stand in her back yard.
Her husband was a credentialed Federal agent
who carried a firearm. She believes that we are
not in a good place in Ohio when it comes to gun
control. While we have opened up more opportunities for people to carry guns in Ohio we have
not adequately addressed the issue of preventing
certain people from obtaining them. We need to
come to agreement about what policy will protect
public safety and still respect second amendment
rights. Currently in Ohio, someone who has a
protective order against them or has been accused
of domestic violence can still obtain a gun. We
also have no clear means of taking guns away from
people who have exhibited dangerous intentions.
She supports the Governor’s current initiative to
strengthen background checks. She noted that
such measures currently have bipartisan support
but get nowhere in the General Assembly while
they hold hearings on things such as open carry
and stand-your-ground legislation.
Erik’s background includes the use of, and respect
for, guns. Proper training is important. He believes there are too many firearms in the country
today and that reasonable gun control is necessary. Expanded background checks are a great
start. Gun issues are also closely tied to mental
health issues and we need to acknowledge that
fact. We do not adequately fund mental health in
Ohio. Early identification of mental health problems would help prevent serious issues, including
gun violence, in the future. He would be in favor
of legislative hearings on the issue of gun control.
Ohio’s rainy day fund: What should be
done with the current $2.7 billion fund?
Erik noted that the fund currently represents 80%
of the state’s annual operating budget. The most
important reason to maintain a healthy fund is to
obtain and keep a AAA bond rating for the state of
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Ohio. Maintaining that rating lowers borrowing
costs for the state which ultimately saves money.
He supports maintaining the fund and increasing
it to its allowable maximum. Funds above and
beyond the maximum would be kept in the general
revenue fund.

between them are often found “down in the
weeds” – using his support for a work requirement
for Medicaid expansion and Allison’s opposition to
such a requirement as an example.
He is a proponent of bipartisanship.

Allison believes the rainy day fund is currently too
large especially when compared to other states.
She believes the fund could be smaller and yet
still maintain Ohio’s AAA bond rating. She feels
that the current emphasis on building the fund
has been done at the expense of local government funding, school districts and infrastructure
improvement. The money also needs to be used
for current issues such as addiction treatment and
local government public safety efforts.

Erik thanked the club for the opportunity. He
reemphasized his 20 years of public policy experience. The presence of term limits makes his past
experience and knowledge valuable in getting up
to speed quickly to represent the District. People
should elect more moderate representatives on
both side of the aisle in order to bring back a spirit
of cooperation and compromise.

On what issues do the candidates differ
the most?
Allison cited the mechanics of education funding
and issues related to gun safety come to mind. She
stressed the notion of being collaborative and putting ideological issues behind you. She suggested
that the current Republican super majority in the
legislature and one party rule are a hindrance to
creating a collaborative environment. The incentives to compromise are not there.

Closing statements

Allison believes that electing more Democrats
to the legislature is more important than adding
more Republicans – even moderate ones. The
super majority does not serve the citizenry well.
She acknowledged that while Republicans will
still hold the majority after this year’s election
the super majority that exists now needs to be
eliminated. She pointed out that currently even
Republican Governor Kasich faces potential veto
overrides from his own party on important policy
issues facing the state. More Democrats would
help re-balance the legislative process.

Erik pointed us to his website for specifics about
his policy stands. He noted that the differences

The Meeting
President Brad DeHays called the meeting
to order and asked Debbie Johnson to
offer the invocation and lead us in the Pledge
of Allegiance.
John Adams introduced visiting Rotarian
Jim Lynch form the Tri Village club. Kip
Greenhill introduced his guest Michelle
Hoyle. Allison Russo introduced
Morgan Hess. Herb Gillen’s guest was Jim Siegel and Ted Foster’s guest was Helen File.
Sadly, we learned that Ted Staton is dealing with cancer of the esophagus.
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Notes and Announcements
Chip Knoop reminded us of the “Bed Brigade” event on Saturday,
September 29 at UA Lutheran Church (Mill Run). We could use two or
three more volunteers to build beds and, in some cases, deliver them to
the recipients. The time commitment is from 9:00 to 11:00 AM. Sign-up
forms were on the tables.
Chip also reminded us of the Community Service Committee meeting next
Monday, October 1 at 5:30 PM. All members are welcome to sit in.
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